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Saal is enjoying his 


BENTURE FOR SALE! 


again with a series of outstanding underwater adven- 
al 16 mm. films is available in full color or black and 
and narration. The first three films are now available, 
pduction under the supervision of Gustav Dalla Valle—to 
rwater sportsman and all who love adventure! 


dventure film series is the result of thousands of requests received from Healthways’ 





‘accounts throughout the World, for films that demonstrate the proper use of underwater equipment by profes- 
“sionals, and at the same time provide an intimate glimpse into the fascinating underwater world where man 






t and most thrilling adventure! 


Many dealers have indicated their intention to sell them and to set up a rental library to be available a: 


’ a@imominal charge to skinjdiving clubs, YMCA‘s, church groups, etc. Healthways’ underwater adventure series 





UN ATER WITH 


f 
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DERWATER SPEARFISHING 


Watch for new exeiting’4 
come in Healthways Unde 


i 


encourages purchases of Jatest equipment, creates new enthusiasts for the fastest growing sport in the world 


UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING « A rare combination of adventure and informa 
tion is found in this unusual film. The tremendous underwater photography and 
moving shots of marine life are exceeded only by the daredevil performance of 
Gustav Dalla Valle, internationally famous veteran free diver, the dean of underwater 
spearfishers. Gustav tackles sharks and barracuda in some of the most unusual and 
daring sequences ever put on film. 

Underwater Spearfishing was filmed in Haiti and photographed by Marcel Isy-Schwart 
former world spearfishing champion. It is narrated by Peter Allen with an exciting 
musical background. This unusual film was produced by Films of the Nations and 
seeing it is an experience that will not soon be forgotten. 

Cat. No. 1960-01... .Underwater Spearfishing Cat. No. 1960-02... ..Underwater Spearfishing 
16 mm. Color—Sound. Approx. 500 ft. 16 mm. Black & White—Sound. Approx. 500 ft. 
14 minutes’ running time. Retail price: $150.00 14 minutes running time. Retail price: $55.00 































CAPTAIN FATHOM « Here is a science-fiction underwater adventure story with 
action that will hold the viewers spellbound! Thrill to an underwater nuclear 
explosion, atomic submarines, deadly sharks, moray eels and ‘an unbelievable giant 
Medusa, plus an exciting story—all combined to make this film an unforgettable 
experience! 

Captain Fathom was filmed in Florida, stars Don McGowan and a cast of top Holly- 
wood professional actors. Underwater sequences were supervised by Gustav Dalla 
Valle. Submarine technical advisor was Rear Admiral Thomas M. Dykers, USN 
Retired. Underwater photography by Phillip Nash. Story by Curt Siodmak. Captain 
Fathom is directed by Maurice Kline and, produced by New Vistas Productions. 

Cat. No. 1960-03 ....Captain Fathom ee ee Captain Fathom 
16 mm. Color—Sound. Approx. 930 ft. 16 mm. Black & White—Sound. Approx. 930 fe. 
26 minutes’ running time. Retail price: $195.00 26 minutes’ running time. Retail price: $90.00 


UNDERWATER WITH THE SEA HORSE ¢« In this thrilling underwater documentary 
you see the evolution of the famous Italian “pig” of World War II to the present 
Healthways’ fabulous “Sea Horse,” two-man submarine. See how two of the most 
powerful British navy battleships, the “Valiant” and “Queen Elizabeth” were destroyed 
in Alexandria Harbor in December, 1941, by six men and three of these vicious 
mechanical fish of the Italian Underwater Demolition Corps. 


THE SEA HORSE 





In 1955, ride along with Healthways’ “Sea Horse” on the record-making, 22-mile 
underwater channel crossing from Cabrillo Beach, Los Angeles to Avalon Harbor, 
Catalina Island. Thrill to the amazing adventures as the “Sea Horse” is put through 
its paces on an underwater spearfishing and exploration holiday! This film makes 
you feel you are actually there yourself, participating in the thrills of the fascinating 
underwater world. 


Underwater with the Sea Horse was filmed off the Coast of California and Catalina 
Island by Parry Bivens, Phillip Nash and Marcel Isy-Schwart, and features beautiful 
Zale Parry, world famous woman diver, and Dick Anderson, diving expert and 
member of Healthways’ Research and Development organization. Story by Bob Ferris, 
nationally known radio commentator and writer, and Arnold Polk, Healthways’ 
Advertising Director. Directed by Gustav Dalla Valle and Hal Dennis. Produced 
by New Vistas Productions. 


Cat. No. 1960-05 Underwater with the Sea Horse | Cat. No. 1960-06 Underwater with the Sea Horse 
16 mm. Color—Sound. Approx. 930 ft. 16 mm. Black & White—Sound. Approx 930 fe. 
26 minutes’ running time. Retail price $195.00 26 minutes’ running time. _ Retail price: $90.00 


Adventure Film 






SPECIAL DEALER DISCOUNT AVAILABLE. WRITE FOR INFORMATION. 


WORLD'S FINEST, MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT! 
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FIRST IN WATER SPORTS! 


SCUBA HARNESS 


THE MOST IMPORTANT IMPROVEMENT MADE IN 
SCUBA HARNESS DESIGN SINCE THE INVENTION OF 
THE SELF-CONTAINED UNDERWATER BREATHING 
APPARATUS. “IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE!” 


Designed for all standard 70 cu. ft. tanks. As the 
name Jet-O-Sen implies, the entire Scuba unit can 
be jettisoned from the harness — gives split-second 
timing for release and replacement of empty tanks. 
Ideal for rental services, salvage and exploration 
divers, etc. Designed and perfected by Jim Sawtelle, 
veteran Scuba diver — tried, tested and proven by 
experts and Healthways Underwater Research 
Development Division. ..the Jet-O-Sen incorporates 
safety features and comfort never before possible 
—for beginner and expert alike! 

A The Jet-O-Sen Harness is the best tried, tested and proven 
quick-release harness on the market—easily the safest SCUBA 
Harness made! The Jet-O-Sen spring-loaded release pin is 
literally foolproof — works instantaneously — no fumbling, no 
loose parts to struggle with — simply reach back and an easy 
pull releases the tank instantly! 

oy Exclusive design makes Jet-O-Sen literally a custom harness 
—to fit each individual figure—comes from factory with two 
shoulder supports straight— permits bending to individual 


back and shoulder contour for maximum comfort, stablility 
and freedom of movement in any position! 





ania 


desired with or without harness attached! 


AW Location of tank easily adjusted by moving tank bands so regulator can be positioned where 
diver wants it—once adjusted it is there to stay in all swimming and diving positions! 

/ Two simple straps for chest and waist, with quick-release buckles for maximum simplicity 
and additional safety— no strap needed between legs! 


Ingenious handle permits “never-before-possible” ease in carrying entire SCUBA unit wherever 


WV Rigid Jet-O-Sen frame makes possible putting on and taking off entire unit without assistance! 


The name that stands for the finest in water sports 
and sports diving equipment leads the field again! 








MANUFACTURED EXCLUSIVELY FOR HEALTHWAYS... ANOTHER “FIRST!” 


|JSet-0O-Sen 


QUICK-RELEASE LIFETIME 


(pat. pending 






/ With Jet-O-Sen harness there need never be any more tanks and SCUBA units rolling from 
side to side on boat or other moving surfaces. Provides convenient resting cradle for SCUBA unit 
on beach—keeps regulator mechanism away from sand —on board boat, provides stationary rest- 
ing place and helps prevent damage to mechanism or valve! 


/ Has ingenious Styrofoam marker buoy with amazing buoyancy, with 40-pound test, 50-foot 












EALTHWAYS — 


be added if desired.) 





seeing your diving partner underwater). 


line. Permits locating and retrieving jettisoned SCUBA unit from the surface. (Longer line can 


“/ Made of aluminum, coated with indestructible Unichrome plastic—hot dipped galvanized tank 
bands provide corrosion-resistant surfaces for amazing long life. 


/ Comes in attractive, easy-to-see “underwater orange” safety color—ideal for Buddy System (for 
Healthways Jet-O-Sen is easily the safest, most outstanding Scuba 
Harness in the field today. Comes individually packaged in 
heavy corrugated shipping container, complete with instructions ! 


WORLD'S FINEST, MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT! 


Dealer and Jobber Inquiries Solicited 
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The SKIN DIVER 
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Printed by Commonwealth Press, Inc., Los Angeles 15, California 
Editorial offices at 10364 State St., Lynwood, Calif. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
One Year - $3.00 Two Year - $5.00 Five Year - $10.00 
Outside U.S. (one year) - $4.00 


FOREIGN SUBSCRIPTION REPRESENTATIVES 


Peter F. Hobson 

79 Southbrook Rd., Countess Wear 
Exeter, England 

One Yr. Sub. Rate: 28/6d 


Clifford Spencer 
1639 Kapiolani Bivd. 
Honolulu 14, Hawaii 
U. S. Rates 


Bama Ltd. 

Ave. Franklin Roosevelt 126 
Salas 308 e 309 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Fone 22-0108 

Libreria Ledi, S.A. 

Plaza Cadorna 9, Milano, Italy 

One Yr. Sub. Rate: $4 


American G Overseas Publications 
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AUGUST COVER 


A witty saying would be appropriate here . . . actu- 
ally the cover scene depicts Roger Petty aboard the 
most logical means of transportation in his search 
for gold along the California Kern River. Page 10, 
this issue, carries the story of prospecting for gold 
underwater, using modern swimming accessories. 
William Valdez, Photographer. 
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editorial. - - 


During the first week of July Jim Hurd and some hotel gu. 
from Sprat Hall, St. Croix, V. I., were on an underwater | 
of the local terrain when they happened on an immense s 
ray. Preparations were made in a hurry and the ray was spe 
between the eyes and about six inches back. After a short fl; 
of sand and flippers the ray calmed down and was towed to 
beach. Measurements indicated the wing span at 72 inche 
weighed 422 pounds. Several witnesses verified the weight. 
identification books available to Jim record the top weigh 
250 pounds. Have any larger sting rays been speared underwa 


Two fellows in Southern California are trying to set a 
world’s underwater endurance record. George Diale stayed ui 
for a total of 14% hours and then a week later Bob Cordre, 
mained under the surface for a total of 1834 hours. They 
testing different pieces of equipment while down there. 


An interesting paragraph from the Ceylon Reefcombers N. 
letter... “One of the most interesting wrecks on the South c 
is the ‘Conch’, situated on the familiar Akurala Reef in al 
fiftey feet of water. This wreck offers those Reefecombers lu 
enough to own lungs a wonderful opportunity to take pict: 
and study marine life at close quarters. Down there the fish 
really tame, but for those who cannot resist the urge to sh 
fish even when wearing a lung it must be remembered that i 
a strict rule of this club that no one wearing a lung may shox 
fish of less than one hundred pounds.” 


SKIN DIVER, with this issue. is starting a campaign to br 
the whole truth about spearfishing, the A.A.U.. amateurs. ; 
fessionals and etc. to the surface. This month’s story is fr 
Serge Birn, A.A.U. Underwater Spearfishing Committee Ch 
man, and he lays the cards on the table. He answers many qu 
tions of former controversies and indirectly asks several m 
questions. Mr. Birn is new to the underwater spearfishing ch 


manship and by evidence of this article will long be remembe:e 


as having advanced the sport on a national basis further and fas 
than could be expected. He will need cooperation to accompli 
this and after reading his innermost thoughts in “Why A.A.l 
this month I am sure that the underwater spearfishing fratern 
will give cooperation. Help will come from the avid amateur 


s 
r 
ng 
ed 


he 


er 
sh 
9% 
ty 
as 


well as the professionals ... and those countless others that cre 


not exactly sure what their status is at the present time. Mr. Bi 
openly asks for comments and suggestions on rule changes, th: 
comments to be made to region chairmen and committees. The 
they will be thoroughly hashed out before presentation to t 
national committee. What he wants is for the people of the sp: 


rn 
se 
re 
he 
ort 


to make the rules. The government is run that way ... why not 


national underwater spear fishing? 


I have attended two meetings called by S.P.A.A.U. chairm 
Pat O'Malley and after several long hours of self-expression 


in 
by 


the attending clubs I am sure that next year’s competition rules 


are going to be to the complete satisfaction of all the clubs, t 


he 


public, and conservationists. These rule changes are heing pre- 


pared for the National Convention and the A.A.U. 
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COMPRESSED AIR STATIONS 

Letters 

20th Century Gold Prospectors — By Byrd Baker 
Why A.A.U.? By Serge A. Birn, National Chairman 
Underwater Beaters 

Cortez Bank Treasure Hunters . 

Ceylon Pearl Banks — By Rupert Giles 

Fish That Didn’t Get Away 


East Coast Championships 
By Myron Matzkin — Photos by Sandy Speiser 


Great Lakes Diving 
By Jack Brown 


Northeast Notes — By Don Lamont, Council Reporter 


Book Review — “‘Man Under the Sea”, Dugan 
By R. K. Awtrey 


Divers’ Bulletin Board 
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BASED ON 
THE PROVEN 
COUSTEAU-GAGNAN 
PRINCIPLE! 


An achievement of years of investigation and 
research, the Voit Lung is the most dependable, 
safest underwater breathing device on the market. 


The Voit Lung employs the proven Cousteau-Gagnan 
principle —the accepted standard throughout the 
world. This is the same type unit preferred by the 

experts — used for years with never a mechanical failure. 


Available in a number of choices — Single Stage 
or Two-Stage (Navy approved) Demand Regulators 
»...Positive or Constant Reserve Valves...Single or 
Twin tanks. All component parts may be purchased 

separately or in any combination. 


PICTURED AT LEFT are two of the many combinations of Voit 
regulators, tanks and valves. All Voit lungs are filled with 
Certified Air and Factory-Inspected before delivery. 
VR2-TCR 





45 West 18th Street, New York 11 211 East Harrison Street, Danville, Illinois 


2945 East 12th Street, Los Angeles 23 
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Compressed 
Air Stations 








Compressed Air Stations — a national list- 
ing to serve the local and traveling diver. 
Advertising rate is $30 for 6 ads taken on 
a semi-annual basis — Jan. thru June and 
July thru Dec. Payment must accompany 
copy. Send all material to Compressed 
Air Stations, The Skin Diver, Box 128, 
Lynwood, California. 





All prices given are for 70 cubic foot cylinders. 


Listed alphabetically by States and Cities 


ARIZONA 


SPORTS SPOT 

4226 E. Indian School Road 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Hours: 9-6 $1.25 


CALIFORNIA 


SUNLAND SPORTS LODGE 

332 North Canon Drive 

Beverly Hills, California 

Hours: 10-9 Mon.-Sat $1.50 

AL’S SPORTING GOODS 

Highway One at Pier 

Cayucos, California. Phone 4121 

7-9 Sat.-Sun. Hol $1.50; weekdays $1.25 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SKIN DIVERS SUPPLY 
(Located at Compton Hardware Co 

226 E. Compton Bivd., Compton, Calif 
Hours: 8:30-5:30. Fri. Till 9 $1.2 
DIVE ‘N’ SURF 

731 Pearl Street 

La Jolla, California 

Hours: 9-6 $1.25 
AQUA-DIVERS 

1901 Pac. Cst. Hwy. (Along the P.V. Hills 
Lomita, California. DA. 6-6663 

Hours: 9-9, 7 days a week $ 
SPORTS UNLIMITED (DIVERS SUPPLY) 
6209 West Coast Highway 

Newport Beach, California 

Hours: 9-5 :30 $1.25 
SPORTLAND 

406 South Lake Avenue 

Pasadena, California. Certified Air 
9-5:30 Mon.-Thurs.; Fri. 9-9:30 $1.50 
DIVE ‘N’ SURF 

223 Hermosa Avenue 

Redondo Beach, California 

Hours: 9-6 $1.25 

MEL’S AQUA SHOP 

1911 So. Catalina Ave 

Redondo Beach, California 

Hours: 9:30-6:00 $1.00 

SAN DIEGO DIVERS SUPPLY, INC. 

4042 Midway Drive 

San Diego 10, California 

Hours: 9-8, 7 days a week Certified Air $1.25 
MARINE AND SHIP SUPPLY 

390 Jefferson St 

San Francisco 11, California 

Hours: 8-5 $1.75 

VIKING SPORTS CENTER 

1874 Market St 

San Francisco, Calif 

Hours 9-6 Fri. 9 p.m $1.75 
SAN RAFAEL SPORTING GOODS 

1444 - 4th Street 

San Rafael, California 

Hours: 9:30-6; Fri. 9 p.m $2.00 

TEMPLE SPORTING GOODS 

9514 East Las Tunas (Certified Air 

Temple City, Calif. ATlantic 6-3308 

Hrs: 9-6 —9-9 on Mon. & Fri 


vl 








UKIAH LIQUOR G SPORTING GOODS STORE 
202 South State Street 
Ukiah, California 


Hours: 9 a.m.-10 p.m., 7 days $1.50 
WATER GILL PRODUCTS 

2547 Lincoin Bivd. 

Venice, California. Certified Air 

Week 10-4 & 6-9; Sat.-Sun. 9-6 & 10-6 


CONNECTICUT 


CONNECTICUT WELDER’S SUPPLY CO. 
536 Waterview Ave. 

Bridgeport, Connecticut 

Hours: 8-5 $2 


FLORIDA 


PELICAN COVE MOTEL (Tom Brown) 

Right Behind Theater of the Sea 

Islamorada, Florida Keys 

Hours: 24 hours $1.50 

WHALE HARBOR SPORT DIVING G&G AIR STATION 
U.S. Highway No. 1, Upper Matecumbe Key 
Islamorada, Florida 

Hours: 7-7 $1.50 

UNDERWATER SPORTS, INC., G MAKO MFG. CO. 
2219 Biscayne Blvd 

Miami, Florida 

$1.25 

PALM BEACH DIVERS SUPPLY 
623 So. Olive Avenue 

West Palm Beach, Florida 
$1.50 


ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO OXYGEN THERAPY SERVICE 
1641 West Irving Park Road 

Chicago 13, Illinois 

Hours: 9-9 $2.00 

HOBBY DEN 

8546 S. Racine Ave. 

Chicago 20, Illinois 

Hours: 9-6; Sun. 8-11 a.m. $2.00 


IOWA 


TRI CITY HOBBY CENTER 
201 East Second Street 
Davenport, lowa 

Hours: 9:30-5:00 


MAINE 


BLANCHARD ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Western Avenue 
Winthrop, Maine 
24 hour Service 


$1.50 


Mention that you... 
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“Saw it in The Skin Diver!” 


MICHIGAN 


A. J. SPORTSMEN SHOP 

18219 W. Seven Mile, KE 4-2299 
Detroit 19, Michigan 

Hours: 3-9 p.m. $1.50 

WHITE'S SKIN DIVER SUPPLY 

3580 “’H” Street 

Dexter (near Ann Arbor), Michigan 

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-10 p.m. $1 
AQUA SPORT DIVERS 

16015 E. Eight Mile Road 

E. Detriot, Michigan 

Hours: 9-9 $1.50 

THE MICHIGAN FROGMAN 

80 Parkhurst St. 

Pontiac, Michigan 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 4-8; Sat.-Sun. 8-8 $ 


MINNESOTA 


FIRE G SAFETY INC. OF MINN. 
2104 2nd St. SW 

Rochester, Minnesota 

Hours: 24 hours a day $1.75 


NEW YORK 


TRIANGLE STORES 

182 Flatbush Avenue 

Brooklyn 17, N.Y. 

Hours: 9 a.m.-8:30 p.m. $1.45 
CENTRAL SKIN DIVERS 

160-09 Jamaica Ave. 

Jamaica, New York 

Tues.-Wed.-Thurs. till 7, Mon. & Fri, 10, Sat. 8 
RICHARDS AQUALUNG CENTER 

233 W. 42nd Street 

New York 36, New York 

Hours: 9 a.m.-10 P.M. $2.00 
HARBOR MARINE AND SPORT SHOP 


39 Main St. 
Northport, New York, Npt. 3-2838 
Daily: 9-6 p.m., Fri. 9-9 p.m., Sun. 9-1 $. 90 


R. D. GARRETT 

3471 Weidner Avenue 

Oceanside, New York 

Ph: Rockville Ctr. 4-9050; no waiting 
KID STUFF 

209 E. Main 

Riverhead, New York, Park 7-416 
Hours: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. $2.00 
GRODY’S LUGGAGE & SPORT SHOP 
342 South Salina Street 

Syracuse, New York. 10c per 100-Ibs. per tar 
9:30 to 5:30; Mon. G&G Fri. to 9 p.m 


OREGON 


AMERMAN SPORT DIVERS SUPPLY 
7307 S.E. 76th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 

24 hour service 
FROGMAN SUPPLY CO. 
4407 S.E. Milwaukie Ave. 

Portland 2, Oregon 

Hours: 5-9. All Sat. $1.25 


PENNSYLVANIA 


HONUS WAGNER COMPANY 
813 Liberty Ave 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
Hours: 9-5:30 


VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Cc. & M. CARON 

Main Street 

Saint Thomas, Virgin Island 
Hours: 8 :30-6 $2.00 


WASHINGTON 


PUGET SOUND DIVERS COMPANY 

2520 Westlake Avenue North 

Seattle 9, Washington : 
Hours: 8-6 weekly; 9-11 a.m. Sun. $1.50 


$1.50 


$1.50 


SEATTLE SKIN DIVING SUPPLIES 
4853 Calif. Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 

Hours: 12-6 p.m. Ph. AV. 5811 




















BIG : 
Sy (J. the GUN. underwater sports! 
—with the most honored guns in the world! 


FIRST IN WATER SPORTS! 





HEALTHWAYS leads the field with the finest, most complete line of 
underwater spear-fishing guns and hand sling spear guns in the world! 

. from the basic Hawaiian Sling Spear to the all-powerful Cressi 
Cernia Spring Gun! Striving to improve existing models and 
perfect new designs — Healthways introduces the 
sensational new Sea Gig, Sea Spear and Sea Lance 
flexible fibreglass pole spears (that for the first time 
“give spear fishermen all the added thills of rod fishing) 
— — the amazing new thermoplastic Cressi Mignon — the 
revolutionary new Espadon Peche-Sport Arbaletes! 






























































Proof positive that Healthways is indeed the “ Big Gun” 
in the underwater sports world was given when Peche-Sport 

i a Espadon Arbaletes won first and second place, Peche-Sport 
Arbalete third place, in the 1955 Skin Diving Championships of 
France — when the Cressi Cernia, Saetta and Torpedine won first, 
second and third places in the 1955 Skin Diving Championships of Italy — 
when Healthways Cressi and Espadon guns swept the field, winning all 
team honors and all prizes in Majorca, Spain, in the 1955 International 
Skin Diving Championships: First place, Cressi-Cernia; second place, 
Peche-Sport Espadon; third place, Cressi Saetta! 


HEALTHWAYS HAWAIIAN SLING SPEAR GUN (Follows 
ai Original Hawaitan Sling Design) 
—<s Cat. No. 1502 HAWAIIAN SLING SPEAR GUN with 
Standard 4 ft. Spear—accurate— powerful—easy to use! $ 4.95 
HEALTHWAYS SENSATIONAL FIBREGLASS POLE SPEARS 
Cat. No. 1511 SEA GIG — 


4 ft. pole spear — 5-prong Cressi Spearhead — for close range. $ 7.95 
Cat. No. 1512 SEA SPEAR — 

. one piece 6 ft. pole spear — Cressi detachable spearhead. $ 9.95 
Cat. No. 1513 SEA LANCE — 7’ 8” two-piece 
“take-down” pole spear — with Cressi detachable spearhead. $ 14.95 


HEALTHWAYS AQUA SPEAR POLE SPEAR (Made of Anodized Aluminum Tubing) 


Cat. No. 1510 AQUA SPEAR — Deluxe Pole Spear — 7’ 3” long— 
floats — takes down to two sections for carrying and storage. $11.95 


HEALTHWAYS-CRESSI SPEAR GUNS 


The genius of Cressi created these amazing center-grip, precision balanced under- 
water guns that operate with internal power, whether spring or rubber! Cressi 
guns follow the principle of the modern rifle barrel — give maximum accuracy, 
power and penetration! Made in Italy of “anti-corrodal”’ metal, resistant to salt 
water. The ultimate in the underwater spearfishing arsenal — use a Cressi gun 
once and prove it to yourself — now at new lower 1956 prices! 


Cat. No. 1530 CRESSI MIGNON — rubber powered — 


made of new thermoplastic— 34” long — for ‘‘close-in’’ work. $ 17.95 
Cat. No. 1531 CRESSI SAETTA— spring powered — 45” long. $ 23.95 
Cat. No. 1532 CRESSI TORPEDINE — spring powered — 

77” long —“‘breaks”’ to convenient carrying length. $ 26.95 
Cat. No. 1533 CRESSI CERNIA— spring powered — 

69” long —‘‘breaks” to convenient carrying length. $ 29.95 


HEALTHWAYS PECHE-SPORT ESPADON ARBALETES — amazing light 

weight — they float! (Pat. applied for) 

Cat. No. 1507 BANTOM ESPADON-—for close-in” work—3-prong head $ 11.95 

Cat. No. 1508 JUNIOR ESPADON-amazing light weight-single barb head $ 14.50 
Cat. No. 1509 STANDARD ESPADON — 

maximum Arbalete power and accuracy — double barb head. $ 16.95 


HEALTHWAYS PECHE-SPORT ARBALETES — the original Acheloees - 


they float! 
iT Cat. No. 1504 PECHE-SPORT JUNIOR—for close range—easy to handle. $ 17.50 


Cat. No. 1505 PECHE-SPORT STANDARD — for all ’round use. $ 19.95 
Cat. No. 1506 PECHE-SPORT DE LUXE— 
with front hand grip — maximum Arbalete accuracy and power. $ 24.95 


See Healthways’ complete line of water sports and sports diving 
ate at Conest equipment at your sporting 
and Peche- Sport goods dealers! 


guns have posi- H I 
hoo on as Write for Free Catalog! 
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Every 
pe stare 


a 


been Voit equipped: 


With skin-divers who really know equip- 
ment, performance is the payoff. That’s 
why experts choose Voit! 
The Voit name means the finest per- 
formance—coupled with lasting 
quality—in Swim-Fins, face plates 
and underwater guns. Added to 
these are the new Voit Lungs and 
Underwater Suits...the finest 
made. Accessories, too—weight belts, 
depth gauges, waterproof watch cases, 
snorkles, ear plugs—all backed by the 
best-known, most respected name in 
skin diving. 
If you’re looking for the best...look for Voit! 
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Letters 











My dear Editor: 

Having received my first copy of the 
Skin Diver, I have tor the last couple 
of Jays been carefully through it and 
{ must admit that I am really sorry | 
did not come across this wonderful mag- 
azi: e before. 

| was very interested to read what 
you on the other side of the globe have 
to vrite about the moray eel. Most of 
my snorkeling friends and I are of about 
the same opinion as Mr. Joe Gornall. 

‘\Vithout sticking my neck out too far, 
I . ould like to mention a few other 
poi:ts concerning the moray. Moray are 
que plentiful in the shallower rocky 
Me tese waters, but are hardly ever seen 
fro. about an hour after sunrise until 
about an hour before sunset; on dull 
anc cloudy days, they have, on occas- 
ion:, been seen at midday. It appears 
that the moray is only really vicious 
when over two feet long and when in 
op:n water, either investigating the pres- 
ence of a swimmer who has just picked 
up an octopus it happened to have its 
eyes on, or while searching for prey, 
an’ is either annoyed by the swimmer 
himself or attracted by some item he 
may be carrying. 

feel that I must also point out that 
the character of fish of the same type, 
as the character of humans of the same 
type, does vary quite a bit. Not all mor- 
ays are vicious to the same degree at all 
times. A great deal depends on the state 
of the liver of the fish, so to speak. 
Major E. J. Axisa, R.M.A., Malta 


Dear Editor, 

We have been experimenting on gas 
guns, but can’t get the same range as 
our rubber powered guns (16 strands 12” 
surgical tubing). 

Can anyone give me any details, plans, 
technical information on the various 
parts of these guns, namely, trigger 
valves, spear sizes, hollow or solid spear, 
size of pressure chamber for CO/2 car- 
tridge guns. 

[ also want to build a 38 caliber blank 
cartridge gun. Where can I get details? 

Hoping to hear from some of you soon. 

Ken Crellin 

71, Prospect Road, Walmer 

Port Elizabeth, South Africa 
Dear Editor: 

Certainly did enjoy D. W. Scholl and 
L. O. Smith’s article in the July Skin 
Diver entitled. Abalone .. . Manna from 
the Sea. 

Now would you tell us or tell me 
where I can find out how to clean and 
polish the’ shells? 

Larry Herr, San Diego, California 
(There are several methods of effectively 
dressing abalone shells. Let us hear from 
you shell collectors on this. Best answers 
wll be published.) 


Dear Editor, 
I should like very much to have skin 
diving pen pals of both sexes from the 
United States and from the Mediterran- 
ean countries, and I should greatly ap- 
preciate any assistance that you may be 
able to give me through your magazine. 
My left ear drum was injured when I 
was very young, and it aches if water 
enters my ear. Are there any readers suf- 
fering from a_ similar handicap who 
would say what remedy they use? 
Kaloust Shekerdemian 
P. O. Box 490 
Nicosia, Cyprus 

Dear Sirs: 

I would like to take this opportimity 
to say how much I have enjoyed reading 
your magazine over the past twelve 
months. It certainly helps one in keep- 
ing in touch with skin diving on the 
other side of the world. 

Whilst on the subject of keeping in 
touch, I wonder if vou could contact 
some skin diver in the States who would 
like to correspond with me here in Aus- 
tralia. 

I am 23 years old, own a lung and 
oxygen set, have two underwater cam- 
eras, a still and a movie. I am at present 
secretary of the Newcastle Underwater 
Research Group and am interested in 
anything to do with the underwater 
world. Although at one time I did a 
considerable amount of spearing, I am 
now more interested in underwater pho- 
tography and exploration. 

Hoping you can find someone who is 
interested in writing. 

Fred Studden 
2 Park Road 
Speers Point 
Australia 


MORE ABOUT SEA SNAKES 
Dear Jim and Chuck: 

I have a little information about sea 
snakes that will help fill in the general 
fund of knowledge and fortunately it is 
consistent with Gerald Pelletier’s state- 
ments in the May °56 issue of the Skin 
Diver. 

I have encountered sea snakes on sev- 
eral occasions in the Fiji Islands which 
were isolated individuals, however, in 
Nuie Island they were all over the place 
but in each island they gave me wide 
berth and were in no way menacing. Ap- 
parently, as Gerald says they are not 
aggressive and have a good disposition. 

Chris Rogers, who was raised on the 
Fiji Islands told me that as a child he 
and others would catch water snakes, 
play with them, wrapping them around 
their necks and etc., and nothing ever 
happened. 

T. C. Roughley in his entitled “Wond- 
ers of The Barrier Reef” has this to say 
about water snakes; they are common 
on the reef and all are venomous, but 
rarely will attack unless molested. How- 
ever, he cites an episode about a Jap- 
anese shell diver that was fatally bitten 
by an 8 foot sea snake believed to be 
a stray from Indo Malaya. 


Jim Oetzel, South Pacific 





FLY WW 


Chamt_--wv 
de Cortes 


Che Route of the Mithionaries- 
TO 
Fly in luxurious DC3 scheduled flights daily 
to La Paz, visited by Hernan Cortez in 1536. 
Acclaimed as the world’s best fishing 


grounds. A wondertul climate with 361 
sunny days a year 


Mexico’s Spearfishing Mecca 





ROUND TRIP $70 


from Tijuana 


ROUND TRIP $64 


from Juarez 


Hotels — to suit your desires includings the 
beautiful LA PERLA on the beach in La Paz 
Single room with meals, $6 per day. 
Boats — RUDY VALEZ boat service to any 
and all the best diving areas 

Small boats 10 and 25 H.P. motors $2.50 
and $3.00 per hour 

Less 25 to SKIN DIVERS 

10 Cruisers from $50 to $60 per day. 


‘San Diego 
Tijuana 
‘o el Paso (Tex) 


Juarez 





La Paz. 


Please send information on flight schedules, 
rates and free booklets. 


TRANS MAR de CORTES Airlines 


Ave. 16 de Sept. 52 
La Paz, B. C. Mexico 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY . STATE 
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20th Century... 


GOLD 


By BYRD BAKER 


Let’s dive for gold! 
Secure your grub stake, grab a shovel, pick up your diving 
ear and come along on an underwater gold mining venture. 
Your location can be any lake or river where veins have 
been found in the past. For an experiment we chose the Kern 
River, just outside of Bakersfield, California, as it was close. 
According to old prospectors, the gold yield from the Kern 
was very poor; however, we were able to pay our way and more. 

Scuba gear is necessary; you will need a lung, a suit, mask 
and fins. Tools for picking? A household spoon to scoop in 
the cracks, a trowel to dig under large rocks. and a small satchel 
for holding your take. 

Rugged terrain gives signs that you are getting closer to the 
mother load. We employed burros and found them sure-footed 
though, at times, we 


Oo 
> 


and marvelled at their endurance 
scorned them for their stubbornness. 

Gold flows from the mother lode with the help of water, and 
being very heavy it settles, so you will have to dig down under 
the sand and small gravel to find it. Now with winter, when 
the streams and rivers are high, and running over, especially 
where there is a flood condition, the gold is relocating itself. 
So always keep your eyes alert for the big nugget, as it might 
have been covered up the last time some diver went over it. 
As the saying goes, “gold is where you find it”. 

When looking for gold, where there are large rocks on the 
river bottom, go to the rear side of the boulders that face the 
current. The gold you seek has been forced under the boulder 
by the suction of the water going around the rock. 

Take your trowel and dig under and down the rock: then 
fill your satchel, and -paddie ashore. Next step is to recover 
the gold. This is done by either panning or using a sluice box. 

Another way to recover nuggets is to work the slow rapids 
as we did. First, tie a rope ashore; this will prevent you from 
going down the rapids, and will allow control of your move- 
ments while looking around rocks. The water’s action will wash 
the light sand 2nd gravel away, leaving nuggets exposed and 
naked, for you to grab before the swift current sweeps them 
away. 

This is the life for all underwater hunters! The wife and 
kiddies will enjoy living in the mountains too. Diving for gold, 
a practical aspect, might convince the wife you need a lung, 
(in exchange for a mink stole). 

In safety. don’t take a chance on rocks settling on you while 
you are digging underneath. Stay away from swift rapids and 
watch out for tree limbs and roots while underwater. Know 
poison ivy when you see it. 

Because of melting snow. comes cold water. A rubber suit 
is necessary to keep your body heat up, in turn giving you 
added strength. We all wore wet suits and found them com- 
fortable. 

Our underwater group consisted of: Roger Petty, Byrd 
Baker, Don Webster, Roy Wright. John Kaupp, photographer. 
John Gaines, Bob Reynolds and Gary Eustace. 

It is known that there are several people who are presently 
prospecting for pockets of gold nuggets using Scuba gear. Their 

(Continued on Page 30) 
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PROSPECTORS 







After an exciting trip through the hills on the conveyance as 
pictured on this month’s cover the divers dress and enter a lil >ly 
looking spot ... gold fever!! 





Working in mid-stream below the rapids, the prospectors scrape 
sand and gravel from under the large boulder. Then they pluce 
the containers of sand on the rock for safe keeping. 


Below—an anxious diver waits as the expert panner flushes the 
sand searching for small nuggets and gold dust. The vield at this 
location was small but profitable. 
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\mong many, this is a sore subject. 
Among most—it is “no subject” at all. 
Many know only vaguely what AAI 
is or stands for. Some do not even know 
that these three letters mean “Amateur 
Athletic Union (of the U. S.)”. 

Maybe it would be helpful to briefly 
introduce myself. 1 have been a Spear- 
fisherman long before I became an AAU 
man. Snorkeling caught my eye on the 
beaches of the French Riviera shortly 
alier the last war. The usual start—a 
snorkel and goggles borrowed from some 
French kid—and “this was it” 

Being also a businessman, not only 
a sportsman—lI have to work for a liv- 
ing. So, I gradually dropped all other 
sports and all my spare time belongs 
now to spearfishing. 

From the timid beginning on the 
beaches of Nice and St. Troper. where 
the old timer, Sergei Kramarenko (Skin 
Dever, June, 1956) gave me my first 
s}earfishing lessons—to Dale Hollow, 
T-nnessee, where I was promptly arrest- 
e because the game warden did not 
kiow what I was doing—to Florida, 
the Bahamas, the Caribbean—and even 


Why 


A. ALU. ? 


By SERGE A. BIRN 


National Chairman 
Underwater Spearfishing, A.A.U 


the cold New England waters (East 
Coast Championships. 1954). 

Meanwhile. our noble sport was de- 
veloping faster than any other sport ever 
did—and naturally so. It is certainly 
a “he-man” sport—and it catches the 
imagination. Most important—diving 
brings you into another world, and 
brings you unknown freedom of every- 
thing earthly. Relaxation at its best—and 
no telephones underwater—at least not 
vet. 

Growth brought problems, of course. 
Thanks to the foresight of Ralph Davis. 
the first AAU Underwater Spearfishing 
National Chairman, this growth was 
channeled through the Amateur Ath- 
letic Union of the U. S. starting in the 
Fall of 1954. 

I want to pause here to pay a well- 
earned tribute to Ralph Davis. With- 
out him and his foresight—without his 
untiring efforts, the time and money he 
unselfishly put into spearfishing, the 
sport would not be where it is today. 
Following Ralph’s footsteps as National 
Chairman is certainly a challenge—and 
a hard task. 


As just mentioned, it was Ralph's 
foresight that brought Spearfishing into 
AAU. I can hear the questions: “Was it 
necessary? Was it wise? If so, why?” 

Yes. it was wise—certainly. No, it was 
not necessary—but it was an excellent 
move—excellent for Spearfishing as a 
sport of amateurs. 

Why? There is no single answer. The 
terrific growth of the sport brought a 
desperate need for organization, for vol- 
untary “laws” to govern it and to limit 
inevitable excesses. The AAU, with the 
nineteen sports it governs with its na- 
tional and international prestige, was a 
natural to bring to our sport the orderly 
development it needed so badly. 

Could this have been achieved outside 
of the AAU? It certainly could—but not 
half as well, much slower, and at a much 
greater cost. I know these statements 
will be disputed. I have been told: “look 
al tennis, look at golf”. to mention two 
prominent sports flourishing outside of 
the AAU today. 

Those saying that forget one thing— 
money. Sure, money is the source of all 


(Continued on Page 42) 
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Itoman of Okinawa... 


Underwater Beaters 


Expert diver-fishermen called “Ito- 
man” of Okinawa, the island under U. S. 
occupation and situated 312.5 miles 
south of the southern tip of Kyushu, are 
unusual fishermen who practice tradi- 
tional “dive fishing” which they learned 
even in their childhood. 

To catch a shark, for instance. they 
pursue the fish, plunging into the sea 
with a help of a rope. Approaching their 
target, they start tapping its belly wait 
for its unguarded moment — then snaich- 
ing an opportunity, they tie up the fish’s 
tail fin. Primitive may it sound. but this 
is the way they still use to catch a shark. 
and they are mighty good at it. 

The number of “Itoman” in Okinawa 
have reduced to 200 nowadays. But to- 
day “Itoman” operate motor fishing 
boats, and travel as far as South Ameri- 
ca, Australia and Indian Ocean. There 
they use special small boats called “Kuri- 
fune.” or an operation boat. and cast 
a net underwater to catch smaller fish. 
They swim around deep underwater al- 
most naked, and drive every fish they 
can find into the net, just like a tuna 
attacking a school of sardines. They 
can remain underwater for three minutes. 

Their capital is essentially their body. 
And the fact that they are capable 
enough to carry on such a tough job is, 
in a way, a menace to other fishermen. 
The dauntless “Itoman,” who are proud 
of and confident in their traditional skill. 
swim wildly deep underwater. The Blue 
Continent is their ultimate challenge. >» 
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The Itoman 
operate from a 
mother ship. 
adjusting the 
depth of the 
nets, untying 
entangled  sec- 
tions and with 
their underwa- 
ter eyes direct 
movement of 
the boats on 
the surface. 


The fishermen 
swim around 
the net, clap- 
ping their 
hands to lure 
fish into the 
nets. Then... 
when the haul 
of fish looks 
large enough 
will assist in 
the closing of 
the net, 




















The diving fishermen use goggles only. no fins and dive to depths of 70 and 80 feet; 
with timed working dives of 2 to 3 minutes. 


Walking on the ocean floor the Itoman free the nets from a rocky formation. close 
the gap and continue to police the nets during the entire sweep. 
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Mel Fisher parts the eel yrass in search of a fragment of the past. 


Cortez Bank, lying some 120 miles off the Coast of South- 
ern California, southward of the Tanner Bank, covers an ir- 
regular area about 25 miles long and 8 miles wide. The reef 
undulates from the ocean floor forming canyons and caverns 
without end. 


A diver’s “seventh heaven” is this untouched mountain top 
beneath the sea, with peaks fifteen feet to 100 fathoms down 
from the surface. The former depth being found over Bishop 
Rock near the southern end of the Bank which lies 38 miles 
southwest from the south end of San Clemente Island. 


_ Bishop Rock is the shoal point of Cortez Bank and has but 
fifteen feet of water over it. Its location is latitude 32 degrees, 


27 minutes north, and longitude 119 degrees and O8 minutes 
west. This rock is the furtherest outlying danger to shipping 
on the Coast. This is the rock on which the clipper “Bishop” 
struck in 1855, a treasure galleon sank in 1717 with $700,000 
aboard while enroute from Acapulco and, more recently, the 
“El Capitan” went down in 1952. 
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CORTE 


Organizer Mel Fisher, along with 13 other divers and he 
skipper of the boat “Shirley Kay”, worked months in adva ‘ce 
making preparations for the hunt. The diving crew consis ed 
of: Rick Chapman, John “Bobo” Mears of the Los Ang: les 
tams, Chuck Vallance, Richard Ormsby, Ernie Porter, Ke: ny 
Bridgeford, Ed Henning, Walter Poor, Dick Stoffel, Cliff rd 
Poor, Bob Bault, Bob Jones, Chuck Blakeslee of The Skin Di er 
and Mel Fisher. 

The preparations of gear for the trip consisted of: food : nd 
water for fifteen men, a minimum of six diving tanks per m in, 
2 large cylinders for lung refillings, a Cornelius compres: »r, 
numerous underwater cameras and, of course, all of the div ng 
equipment a diver would require in 55 degree water and dep hs 
in excess of 100 feet. 

Equipment is stowed aboard the diving boat and the div rs 
talk the early part of the night away as the craft slices throu zh 
a placid sea to the bank some 12 hours distant. Soon each nan 
drifts away to his bunk and no sooner falls asleep than he is 
awakened by the banging of skillets and pans as “Cookie” pre- 
pares eggs. bacon, toast and jam and lots of hot coffee for ‘he 
hungry crew. 

Breakfast is no sooner down, than the buoys marking ‘he 
reef are sighted in the distance. The boat is anchored to the 
north of the buoy where the swells are creasting, indicating 
a rise from great depths, all divers don their gear and prepare 
to go over the side. 

One at a time, we climb down the diving ladder for a first 
peek at a virgin area. The first second in the water, a giant 
grouper loomed up, took a look, and disappeared in the canyon 
below. Fish by the millions inhabit these mountain tops while 
numerous lobster could be seen lying exposed and unafraid in 
shallow dish-shaped areas beneath the eel grass below. [o 
me, it was truly a lesson in amazed facial expressions as | 
watched each diver slide into the water and take his first look 
at a diving area that is vastly different than seen along the 
California mainland. 

Mel Fisher, lead man of the group, descended the ladder and 
began uncoiling the nylon rope with loops tied at regular in- 
tervals. He dived. Each diver in succession grasped a loop and 
followed Fisher to the bottom some 30 feet below. The divers 
were strung out along the rope as far as the eye could see with 
the last man seeming to be an eternity away in the gloom. We 
moved along the shallow top of the reef then dipped down 
into the wide canyons below. The depth now was 43 feet; each 
diver scratched along the bottom parting the swaying eel grass 
and chipping fragments of rock from the ocean floor. 

Leader Fisher gave a sharp tug on the rope which indicated 
“follow me”. We moved into one of the canyon’s laterals. The 
depth was now fifty feet. The divers could be seen clearing 
and equalizing again as the descent was made. | felt the fer- 
ward heavy pulse from the open sea, then a rather soft gli le 
back over the reef. I thought, “This aquatic antiquity, new 
to the diver, yet ageless, swaying always moving, sometim:s 
in anger, sometimes soft and gently rhythmic — will hod 
and keep many secrets for all time and eternity.” 

Another tug on the line and we moved down to sixty-fi e 
(Continued on Page 30) 
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Diver checks up and down the line and assured everything is OK, 
co: tinues the hunt. 
























T.nks near empty the divers start the as- 
cent to the surface and a different world. 





Deeper the divers descend 
searching, looking. hoping 
to detect even a small 
piece of wreckage. Every 
little crack in the forma- 
tion was loaded with lob- 
sters, fish at every turn. 
Treasure hunters. surface 
or sub-surface driven by 
the same desire to find 
wealth .... not aware that 
indelible “Treasure of the 
Mind” is being left for 
those who care to remin- 
isce. 











DIVERS SURVEY THE... 





CEYLON PEARL BANKS 


Way back in October | was invited 
wy the Ceylon Government to help in a 
survey of the famous Ceylon Pearl 
Banks. The banks have not been fished 
for thirty years, although there have 
been many surveys of the beds during 
the intervening years. Object of this sur- 
vey was to find out if there were oysters 
in great enough numbers and in suitable 
condition for a “Pearl Fishery” the fol- 
lowing March. 


The team of Ceylon Government 
Scientists, Research Officers and SCUBA 
Divers were due to leave Colombo on 
17th of October in the fisheries trawler 
“Braconglen”. A week of heavy mon- 
soon squalls delayed departure until 
22nd of October. The weather was still 
gloomy when we slipped our moorings 
in Colombo harbour and headed North 
towards Mannar. The short steep swells 
from the Southwest gave us a very un- 
pleasant night, but by sunrise the sky 
was clear and the sea was much calmer. 
A school of porpoises started leaping 
very close to the ship and I rushed for 
my 8 mm Movie Camera, but I was too 
late. 


By ten a.m. we had arrived in the 
area to be surveyed. Charts were scrut- 
inized of all the known beds or “Paars” 
as they are known in this country. The 
beds extend for many miles and run 
roughly North to South. They begin 
about a mile offshore in water about 
twenty feet deep and extend to ten miles 
out to sea where the water varies between 
seven and fourteen fathoms. Main plan 
was that the trawler would dredge the 
deeper beds while the SCUBA divers 
and the native pearl divers would oper- 
ate from the native canoes or “Wallams” 
closer inshore. Second part of the plan 
was washed out owing to choppy seas 
which made skin diving from the canoes 
impossible. We SCUBA divers were left 
twiddling our thumbs until our services 
were required. To pass away the time 
we checked and rechecked our equip- 
ment and then did some fishing. We 
trolled a spinner astern, but without any 
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By RUPERT GILES 


Secretary Ceylon Reefcombers 


success. Later, when dredging was fin- 
ished and the ship was anchored for the 
night, Rodney Jonklaas had great suc- 
cess with a light glass rod—collecting 
seven snappers within an hour. The 
following morning before the ship got 
under way he was up to try and repeat 
his performance. This time it was re- 
moras—great big brutes about two feet 
long and weighing nearly four pounds. 
Nine were collected before breakfast. 


On the second day we still hadn’t hit 
the oysters. Two dredges were being 
dragged astern alternately so that one 
dredge was on the bottom continuously. 
At midday the captain stopped the ship 
and asked if we would care to take a 
look at the sea bed. We were ready and 
willing, but our main problem was how 
to get on and off the ship with such a 
heavy swell running. Climbing a ladder 
in heavy SCUBA with a risk of being 
whirled off was no joke. Within an hour 
a cradle had been made for us and with 
some misgivings I was swung out and 
gently lowered into the water. Rodney 
Jonklaas followed a few minutes later 
and down we went to the bottom forty 
five feet below. Visibility was about 
twenty feet, but the bottom was unin- 
teresting—mostly sand with a few 
sponges and a few scattered oysters, ob- 
viously fighting a losing battle against 
shifting sand. Up we went to make our 
reports, but not before Rodney had 
grabbed a giant crayfish. 


The following day Rodney Jonklaas 
went ashore in the ship’s dory to con- 
tact the native skin divers. The journey 
was a hazardous one and to us on board 
the ship it seemed as though the tiny 
cockle-shell would be swallowed up by 
the high seas. Rodney had scorned the 
conventional life-belt. but insisted on 
taking his mask, fins and hand-spear. A 
true skin diver ready for any emer- 
gency. 


On the fourth day the sea was calmer 
and the fisheries launch “Thalapatha” 
was seen approaching from the shore. 


The SCUBA was transferred to the 
launch and in the company of a resea: ch 
assistant and the official photographe~ | 
set off for the shore ten miles distant. 
Headquarters were established at Ariy pu 
in the circuit bungalow—a gloomy relic 
of the Dutch occupation of Ceylon. ‘Ve 
needed fresh meat badly so we set off in 
a jeep with twelve bore and two rifles to 
find something to eat. One battered c.ir- 
lew and two sandpipers was the total b: g, 
but several snakes were seen including 
a cobra. Later a cobra was killed in the 
kitchen of the bungalow. 


The next day we were up at the crack 
of dawn and in a short while the “Thaia- 
patha” was heading out to sea towing 
two native “Vallams” and about four- 
teen Indian skin divers. In the mean- 
time we had been joined by a fellow 
Reefcomber, Jim Tilley, who had motor- 
ed two hundred miles from Colombo 
with his aqualung and Lewis Marine 
Case and Leica camera to take some 
underwater pictures of the operation. 
Rodney Jonklaas (Superintendent of 
Brackish Water Fisheries) was in charge 
of diving operations and after consult- 
ing his chart decided to start diving on 
a “Paar” three miles from the shore. The 
skin divers went into action and soon 
broke surface shouting “Sippi, sippi” 
(oysters, oysters) and we knew we had 
found a rich bed at last. These boys 
really knew their stuff. Diving without 
fins or mask on the end of a weighted 
line they frog-kicked around the bottom 
making weird grunting noises to “keep 
away the sharks”. They appeared to do 
everything by feel for although they 
brought up oysters, they were often poor 
specimens and very often just empty 
shells. We three aqualungers dived and 
started to collect specimens. It was just 
too easy. Depth was just four fathoms 
with visibility about the same. The oy- 
sters were there in their thousands. | 
squatted on the bottom and selected 
only the finest specimens. Vague figures 
swam around me making grunting 
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Pearl diving group after a success- 
ful days’ outing. Rodney Jonklaas 
is seated on ground fourth from 
right with speargun. All others are 
pearl divers except for two mem- 
bers of the “Braconglen” crew on 
extreme right. 

























noises, but no sharks made their appear- 
ance. The oysters were easy to get. No 
knife was needed. They grew in clusters 
on anything they could grip on to—sea 
weed, pinna shells, and many on the bare 
sand itself. As I approached the bi-valves 
they closed with a distinct snap. The oy- 
sters were placed in a net bag carried 
around the waist. It was hard work get- 
ting to the surface with a full load and 
after half and hour’s diving I felt pretty 
tired. After dropping a marker buoy we 
moved off to another “Paar” and the per- 
formance was repeated. The Indian skin 
divers who were pearl fishing just as 
men fished for pearls thousands of years 
aso, were amazed at the performance 
of the aqualungs. Their cries of amaze- 
ment when they put on a face mask for 
the first time is something I shall never 
forget. With mask and fins these divers 


will be among the best in the world for 
they are quite happy working at sixty or 
seventy feet. When diving operations 
were completed Rodney discovered a 
concentrated shoal of thicklips on the 
bottom twenty-five feet down. We were 
urgently in need of food and we really 
went after those fish. Discarding our 
SCUBA we skin dived and took thirty 
of those fish in one hour’s hard diving. 
Rodney took nineteen on a handspear, 
while I accounted for the rest with a 
“Cernia” spring gun. The fish was dis- 
tributed among the launch crew, the 
pearl divers and ourselves and everyone 
was happy. 

The next day many more Paars were 
explored by us SCUBA divers and the 
skin divers. The oysters were there al- 
right—in their millions. It looks as 
though the famous Ceylon pink pearl, 


Native divers aboard their “vallam’ 
from Pinna shells. Results of the survey were favorable and 
a full scale pearl fishery will be conducted in the future. 
Official Fisheries Department Photos. 
























’ 


separating the oysters 


the most beautiful in the whole world, 
will once again grace the necks of the 
world’s most beautiful women. 

This doesn’t read like the usual pearl 
fishing story. There were no giant clams 
or man-eating sharks. Perhaps they were 
there, but I didn’t see any. Sharks are 
fairly plentiful around the coast of Cey- 
lon and as we were working many miles 
out at sea I had taken a cue from Cap- 
tain Cousteau and taken a shark billy 
with me. I was too embarrased to take 
it into the water with me. 

The next day, my leave being expend- 
ed, I departed with Jim Tilley for Co- 
lombo. Rodney stayed a few more days 
to complete the survey. 

The great adventure was at an end, 
but if there is a “Pearl Fishery” I hope to 
be there and I hope to tell vou all about 
it. > 
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The Fish 
That Didnt 
Get Away 


Spearfishermen all over the world are 


bringing in unusual catches, here are a few 


of the spectacular and oddities for your pound 


underwater photo memories. 


Pet 
’ 7] 
Ron Church, of the San Diego Addicts. speared and landed the 

above monster, a 464% pound black sea bass. off the Coronado 

Islands. Forty five minutes was needed to finally horse the fish 

to the surface and another ten minutes to get it into the boat. 


 omeeee Mean 

Venuti 
Galle, Ceylon was the location picked by Rodney Jonklaas fcr | aes 
a successful day’s diving. The catch is a 100 pound Giant Parr: t pound 
fish (Cheilinus Undilatis). Rod is filing for a world’s record o1 divers 
this fish. Photo made during the Clarke-Wilson expedition. 
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Jim Robbins and the third large black 
sea bass speared off Palos Verdes, Cali- 
fornia, this year . and all by him. 
The above catch topped the scales at 196 
pounds. The exact location is a secret. 





Mean looking Wolf Eel speared by Louis 
Venuti at Carmel Meadows, California. 
It was five feet long and weighed 25 


This catch is a little odd as 
don’t see of these eels. 


pounds, 
divers 


many 


Dick Jappe of the Muirmen, made very 
interesting picture material when he 
walked up on the beach during the 
SPAAU eliminations at Cabrillo Beach, 
California, with this large Mola (sunfish) 
on his stringer. Photo by Johnie Carroll. 





R. Wallace Mitchell, president of the 
Victoriana Club of Melbourne, Australia, 
as pictured during his recent visit to the 
United States. Mr. Mitchell runs a div- 
ing school in Melbourne and was one of 
the first to introduce Scuba diving in 
Australia. 


Bob Charlton. Tony Rogers and Mike 
Davies, members of the Brighton Bottom 
Scratchers, Brighton. England. Their 
mutual catch is a string of bass weighing 
from nine to fourteen pounds each. 


2 oe peg ae “— aot 
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Earl Adams of the California Ebbtiders. 
took the first white sea bass of the season 
aboard the charter boat Maray June 3. 
1956. The 45 pounder won him a free 
trip for another try at the whites. 
Photo by Mart Toggweiler. 





Sad : 1 veo " 4a. s. 
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WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
SKIN DIVING CLASSES 
By JOHN TALLMAN 


The Physical Education Department 
at the University of Washington may 
have achieved a “first” when it offered 
a skin diving class this spring. If any 
other college or University has such a 
course as part of the regular curriculum, 
I would be interested in hearing about it. 


The course, a one credit affair, was 
immensely popular. Originally planned 
for eighteen students, thirty odd register- 
ed in the first few days, before the Uni- 
versity officials finally closed the course. 
As instructor, | was swamped with re- 

uests for special permission to enter a 
losed course. 

The course consisted of eighteen les- 
sons; two-thirds of which were held in 
the swimming pool, and the rest in the 
classroom. Only basic skin diving tech- 
niques were covered except during one 
period when Dave Le Clercq’s Puget 
Sound Divers donated enough lungs for 
everyone to try one out. An optional 
skin diving outing was held in Puget 
Sound which was attended by most of 
the class. Student Stan May stole the 
show with a twelve pound ling cod spear- 
ed in about twenty-five feet of water. 
Fellow Mudsharks helped chaperone the 





Spearfishing Costly 
In Closed Trout Waters 


Thousands of vacationers, pausing at 
the Truckee River just below the Lake 
Tahoe outlet dam, have yearned to fish 
for the big browns and rainbows in the 
pool below, but heeding the “No Fish- 
ing” signs, have been content to look 
and perhaps throw a morsel in the water. 

But the lure proved too strong for 
two Reno men, Dale C. Jensen, and Ron- 
ald Gardner. both 19 and both of Reno. 
Nevada. 

They were arrested at night when they 
were found in full skin diving regalia. 
lung tanks, underwater spear guns. 
and lights, trying for the big lunkers. 
which sometimes run to 15 pounds. 

Pleading guilty before Tahoe Judicial 
District Judge Harry Charrison, they 
were fined $125 each on four counts of 
violating fish and game laws. >» 





group. 

I am wondering if any colleges would 
be interested in a meet, telegraphic or 
otherwise, for the collegiate champion- 
ship—sort of to get the ball rolling. If 
so, contact me in care of the Physical 
Education Department, University of 
Washington, Seattle. Washington. Who 
knows, maybe some day, skin divers may 
get scholarships. ~~ 


NEW ZEALAND 
By R. P. FRASER 


Here in Wellington we live in the |ow. 
er degrees of the temperate zone but if 
one is keen enough, fishing can continue 
throughout the year. In June last year, 
with a temperature at 45° we saw a) out 
the coldest that our water reaches. 


Crayfish are in abundance and move 
in and out of the cast according to the 
season, but it is nearly always pos-ible 
to find one or two for a meal at any time 
of the year. Other fish are Butter “ish 
(known more commonly as “Greenb one’ 

-a very sweet and popular fish w ich 
will not take a line but is caught mainly 
in nets or on a spear). Moki, Snay per 
and an occasional Blue Cod comprise ux 
major catches, although the ubiqui ous 
Conger Eel can always be caught if one 
has any desire to do so. There are large 
numbers of small octopi and although 
one spearsman reported an attack al out 
ten days ago, it was a most unusual ex- 
perience to have any unpleasant contact 
with them. Sharks are plentiful but it 
is almost unknown to have one attack a 
human being in the water. There may 
have been one attack over a period 0} 50 
or 60 years during which records have 
been kept. >= 
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NEW PRODUCTS 











MANTA... 16mm underwater motion 
picture camera which accepts 100 or 200 
sporls, designed specifically for under- 
water use but because of its small size and 
weight, can be used above water as well. 
A precision instrument Manta is self pow- 
ered by electric motor and batteries. Ex- 
ternal lens control. optical view finder, 
footage counter. 


7 i= 
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BEL-AQUA is now marketing a_ new 
weight belt for divers. The present belt 
comes in two widths, one inch or two 
inch, and features a durable nylon web- 
bing belt. The weights are all of the two 
pound class. Bel-Aqua quick release safe- 
ty buckle operates with a fast sweep of 
one hand and the entire belt falls clear of 
_ body, to be recovered later by the 
iver. 





CAD—PAK ... a caddie right on your 
back, angled and balanced to support 
lung weight which is distributed to hips, 
wide blue straps for added shoulder com- 
fort. When not in use, Cad-Pak is always 
in upright position keeping tank, rezu- 
lator, hose and mouthpiece free from dirt 
and sand. Tank supported while attach- 
ing regulator. 


First place Addict Team; 
three members Howard, 
Jordan and Church rep- 
resented their club in 
the Pacific Coast AAU 
Veet July 15th. placing 
sixth with 40 pounds, 
II ounces of fish. 


SOUTHWEST BORDER A.A.U. 
SPEARFISHING MEET 


Twelve teams hit the water, July Ist 
at Casa de Manana Cove, La Jolla, Cali- 
fornia, in their third annual four-hour 
contest. This meet proved to be one of 
the most sensational competitions along 
the California coast. 

Ron Church, of the Addicts, dragged 
himself ashore in the few remaining 
minutes of the contest with a 36-pound 
yellowtail on his belt, to bring his team 
into first place with 4114 pounds of edi- 
ble fish. The La Jolla Skinsters took sec- 
ond place with 2914 pounds of huge 
calico bass and opaleye. The Los Bu- 
zos came in third place. 

These teams represented the Border 
Association at the July 15 Pacific Coast 
Championship meet at Laguna Beach, 
California; the winners of this meet to 
go to Newport, Rhode Island for the 
Nationals on August 19. 

The largest edible fish was Ron 
Church’s 36-pound yellow. Only the day 
before, Church speared a record black 
sea bass at the Coronados, weighing 
1641. pounds. >» 





(1. to r.) Skipper Price—13. Bunky Cole- 
man—I17 and Jim Hudnall—15 of the Jun- 
ior Skinsters with their very fine catch. 
They stayed in the water for the full 
four hours showing the stamina in youth. 











As in the days of old the Addicts display a 
dripping fresh tail from a giant black sea 
bass speared the day before by Ron 
Church. Its weight . . . only 464% 
pounds. 





Ron Church struggles ashore with a 34 
pound yellowtail . .. proving to be the 
most sensational catch along Pacific Coast. 
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Above—East Coast 
Champs again, the 
New York Black- 
fish, L-R, Ken 
Parrilla, Ken 
Simpson and Ted 
Levchenko receive 
trophies from Ar- 
thur Gervasini of 


Westerly, R. I. 


Left— competitors 
jump into the fog 
shrouded waters 
off Watch Hill, 
R. I. to start the 
East Coast Under- 
water Spearfish- 
ing Cham pion- 
ships. 


Photos by 
Sandy Speiser 





Second place champs, Rhode Island Un- Weighmaster Bob Evans of the Long 
derwater Spearfishing Association team Island Dolphins leans lightly on a Black- 
members, l-r are Daniel Prescott, Albert fish that just barely makes the 14” mini- 
Point, and Thomas Morrison. mum length limit. 


Final Results ... 


EAST COAST 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


By MYRON MATZKIN 


The New York Blackfish once a: ain 
proved that they are the best spear ish- 
ermen on the East Coast. winning. the 
East Coast Underwater Spearfis! ing 
Championships for the third stra ght 
time. 


The Blackfish, who also won the Na 
tionals in California last year, tui ned 
the trick at Watch Hill, R. 1, Jub 8 
under conditions that were hardly ic eal. 
Fog covered the diving area off the C past 
Guard station throughout the entire two 
hours of the competition. Underw iter 
visibility toward the end of the two- 
hour stretch fell off sharply in some 
areas. 


The Blackfish speared 361% pounds of 
fish for a total of 76 points. Several 
of their fish were also disqualified be. 
cause of failure to meet minimum size 
requirements. 


The Blackfish worked under an ad: 
ditional handicap with the absence of 
one of last year’s team members, Frank 
Stock, who failed to make it from Flor- 
ida. However, a resident of Watch Hill. 
Ken Parrilla, filled in the third spot on 
the team. Ted Levchenko and Ken Simp. 
son from last year’s team were back 


Runners-up to the Blackfish were the 
Rhode Island Underwater Spearfishing 
Club with 23 pounds of fish for 50 
points. Diving for the Rhode Island clul 
were: Daniel Prescott. Albert Point, and 
Thomas Morrison. Because of the auto 
matic qualification of the Blackfish for 
the Nationals, to be held on the Eas 
Coast this year, the Rhode Island group 
will be East Coast representatives. 

The Atlantic Stripers, with 37 points 
took third place. The Atlantic Stripers 
team consisted of Arne Britz, Willian 
Tully, and Frank Kabelka, all of New 
York City. 

Largest fish of the day was a skate 
speared by Phil Shapkin of the Man 
hattan Skin Divers Association. Weigh 
ing in at four pounds, ten ounces, the 
skate beat out a black landed by Lev- 
chenko weighing four pounds eight 
ounces. 

This is the second year that the Black 
fish have won the Cressi Perpetual f irs 
Place Trophy, donated by Gustav Dalla 
Valle. They also won the First P.ac¢ 
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Permanent Trophy contributed by Rich- 
ards Sporting Goods, New York City. 

The Rhode Island Club received the 
second place trophy donated by Abra- 
ham and Straus. New York City De- 
partment store, Aqua Gun Co., of New 
York donated the third place award. 

Biggest fish prize was contributed by 
Hal-Steck Neptunic suits. 

The meet had been originally planned 
for three hours. However. the Commit- 
tee ‘in charge decided that the meet 
shou 'd be cut to two hours. 

For the fourth time in as many years 
the meet was sponsored by the Long Is- 
land Dolphins. Inc. Committee chair- 
man was Matt Gruen. June Kieser, Roy 
Kieser. Norman Schiff. Guy Freeman. 
Her! Rakebrand, Fred Evans, Diane 
Youg, and Sandy were the 
srouy who did the work with Gruen in 
putt ng the meet over. 

E.. Leturmy, of the Aqua Shop, Watch 
Hill. lent invaluable assistance to the 
comnittee before. during. and after the 
mee 


Spieser 


Oiher teams who competed were the 
American Porpoises, Boston “Y” Sea 
Rov rs, Coast of Maine Neptunes, Con- 
nect.cut Underwater Diving Association. 
Delaware Underwater Swim Club, North- 
shore Spearfishing Club, and Swarth- 
more Mermen. 

All teams in the East Coast meet qual- 
ified through sectional competitions. 
Fish speared were donated to the West- 
erly Hospital, Westerly, R. I. >s» 
Central California 
Championships 


Preliminary reports from this regional 
contest place the Sea Side Seagulls in 
first place with 50 plus pounds: Oakland 
Eels 38 pounds, second: Monterey Sea 
Otters, third: Cormorants, fourth and 
the Sacramento Skin Divers, fifth place. 
The meet was held Sunday. July 8. Full 
details will appear in the September 
issue of the Skin Diver. 


Long Beach Neptunes 
Win Pacific Coast Meet 
Sunday, July 15, 1956. The Long 
Beach Neptune team consisting of Jim 
Christiansen, Bob Manicke and Lee Jam- 
ison brought in 62 pounds 3 ounces of 
fish to win the Pacific Coast Underwater 
Spearfishing Championships. Long 
Beach Douglas Tridents placed second, 
the Dolphins third and the Muirmen 
fourth. A total of 13 teams from the 
entire Pacific Coast entered the meet, 
which was sponsored by the Laguna 
Beach Junior Chamber of Commerce 
and Healthways. at Laguna Beach, Cali- 
fornia. The Neptunes will represent the 
Pacific Coast at the Nationals, August 
19. Newport, R.I. Full report and pic- 
tures of the Pacific Coast contest will 
appear in the September issue. ># 


Snorkels Junior of El Morro. California. 
again receive top honors at Junior Spear- 
fishing Championships. 


Nine Teams 
Compete at 
Jr. Championships 


The Snorkels Junior of El Morro 
Beach, California, won the Pacific Coast 
Junior Underwater Spearfishing Cham- 
pionships Sunday, July 1, with a total 
aggregate weight of 17-lb. 7-oz. Team 
members of the Snorkels Junior are Ken 
Alton, Eugene de Paulis and John Thurs- 
ton. This was a repeat win for the 
Snorkels as they are the 1955 champs 
also, and will retain the Peter Paul Ott 
Perpetual Trophy for another year. 

Registrars Chuck and Laura Sturgill 
signed nine teams for this event, all of 
the divers were between the ages of 12 
and 15. The two hour contest started 
promptly at 1 p.m. and ended at 3 p.m. 
with most of the divers staying in the 
water off Laguna Beach for the entire 
duration. 


\ two man team from the Southern 
California Skin Divers Juniors won the 
Wendel Adel second place trophy with a 
total catch of 16-lbs. 12-0z Divers were 
Jim Coyle and Conrad Blankenburg. 
Coyle won honors for the largest individ- 
ual aggregate weight of 11-lbs. 10-oz. 
The Kingfishers Juniors took third place 
with a weight of 12-lb. l-oz. Team mem- 
bers were Bob Dick, Jim Breckinridge 
and Hugh Winsett. Winsett brought in 
the largest fish for the day, a 4-lb. 10-0z 
rock fish. 


Other competing teams were the Bug 
Bandits, Sea Squeeges, Knights of the 
Sea, Dair Divers, Dolphins Junior and 
the Junior N.R.C. Kelpworms. 

All of the contestants and spectators 
were treated to a delicious chowder feed 


immediately after the contest. >#* 


Tested sae tab Iwo Jima 


Cee 


Here are the skin diver trunks you've 

been looking for. Tested on the Is- 

land of lwo Jima during the past few 
seasons. Cool enough for the tropics 
yet insulated against coldest New 

England waters. ‘Skin Diver’ trunks, 

made of durable steam cured rubber, 

are snug fitting to assure good ap- 
pearance on the beach and are per- 
fect for all skin diver activities. 
Color is white with blue stripe at 
sides. Surface has herringbone weave 
pattern presenting a most attractive 
appearance. Skin surface of suit is 
smooth for comfort and ease of 
donning. Skin diver trunks, though 
snug fitting, are carefully cut to 
allow complete freedom of motion. 
Here are just a few of the 
outstanding characteristics: 

@ Seamless construction of durable 
steam cured rubber results in a 
permanent bonding of all parts of 
the trunks. 


@ For added strength the trunks are 
reinforced at waist, legs, sides 
and crotch. 


@ Dries in seconds. The bather need 
never worry about carrying wet 
suit home. 


@ Actually fits better the more you 
wear if. 


@ Sizes small — 30-32; medium — 34- 
36; medium-large — 38-40. 


Order today — price $5.00 each 
Postpaid in the U. S. Sorry — no C.0.D.’s 


a 
Mevinar Wear 
OF RHODE ISLAND 
16 Sunset Road, Bristol, R. I. 
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PENNSYLVANIA'S 


Fathomlite and Snorkels 


To complete your skin diving 
equipment and assure the most 
underwater enjoyment, Pennsyl- 
vania brings you the new Fathom- 
lite and other accessories, tested 
and approved by Hawaii’s skin 
divers. These items are a ‘‘must”’ 
for every diver. See them at 
your favorite skin diving specialty 
shop or sporting goods dealer. 


Fathomlite water: 
proof case,made 
especially for big 
beam, 5 or 6 cell 
flashlights. Af- 
fords superior 
underwater vi- 
sion, regardless 
of depth. 








Waikiki Swim 

Pipe—Fiexible 

tube and unusual- 

ly soft rubber PY 
j 

mouthpiece. Rug- } 

ged, simple con- j 


2 struction, 


Honolulu Swim 
Pipe — Extroa- 
large pipe with 
automatic ball 
valve and spit 
valve for easy 
tube clearing. 
Perfect for surf 
and rough water. 














THE GENERAL TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY 
PENNSYLVANIA ATHLETIC PRODUCTS DIVISION 
BOX 951, AKRON, OHIO 
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SEMANA NAUTICA 
ABALONE CONTEST 


By E. J. WALKER 


“One-two-three-go!”. That was Dr. 
Terry Dearborn who fired the signals 
through the black megaphone. 

At the eleventh hour. on July 1. 1956, 
29 skin divers from various California 
clubs, sprinted into the waters of Car- 
pinteria reefs, just outside the beautiful 
city of Santa Barbara. California. 

It was a race against time: they had 
only an hour to get hack to shore with 
a limit of five legal-sized abalone. Their 
only weapon was the ab iron, as they 
straddled their fins. slipped on masks. 
while some took along an innertube. 

This very sporting contest is in its 
fifth year. Each season, it draws more 
spectators who wait eagerly to see who 
the first man back will be. They get cam- 
eras set to follow the diver when he drops 
his catch onto the contest table. as it 
is measured by officials of the Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game. 

Eyes all move to see how large the 
winning abalone is. and the cameras 
click as the special award is given to 
the lucky fellow or girl. 

The coffee pot boils for the shivering 
entrants. 

If first aid is needed. it is there. and 
the boat patrolling the area, assures ev- 
ery diver of help if necessary. 

The man who placed first that Sun- 
day, was Joe Bryson. of the Santa Bar- 
bara Skin Divers. “Twenty one and 
a half minutes, and all legal size”. cheer- 
ed Dr. Dearborn. 

Runner in second. at 11:23, was Don 
Howenstine of the Carpinteria Hell Div- 
ers, hugging his catch of five abs. 

Herb Harbeson, who made honorable 
mention in the 1955 contest, came in 
third. Herb is with the Santa Barbara 
Skin Divers. 

The diver who got a plaque for bring- 
ing in the largest abalone, which meas- 
ured 734”. was Bill Chamber of the 
Santa Barbara Blue Fins. 

Cameras were clicking all around us 
when Miss Semana Nautica posed with 
the winners for more pictures, and the 
Santa Barbara Blue Fins lowered the 
red sail, as the contest was over. 

Honorable mention goes to Dr. Terry 
Dearborn, who with his enthusiasm and 
versatility, made one feel as if you were 
at an inter-collegiate meet, to Mr. Jim 
McCaffrey, President of the Santa Bar- 
bara Skin Divers, host of the organiza- 
tion, who devoted great effort toward 

(Continued on Page 26) 


Great 
Lakes 
Divin 


By JACK BROWN 





Since the wonderful sport of shin 
diving had its beginning, and for many 
years after. underwater activities had 
been confined to the coast of Florida 
and warm, tropical waters. The fabulcus 
coral, madrepore, and many colored fish 
offered an irresistable temptation to the 
diver. 

But not every enthusiast could enjoy 
the convenience of living near such beau- 
tiful and inviting coves and_ islands, 
Still, these people wanted to enjoy the 
feeling of weightlessness. They wanted 
to explore the unknown land beneath 
the waves. 

Now, every one who has dived bhe- 
neath salt water will tell you there is 
nothing to compare with it. These people 
are sadly mistaken. 


To countless non-thinking observers 
who inhabit the heavily populated areas 
bordering the Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf 
Coasts. the Midwest is a vast, arid area 
somewhere in the middle of the country; 
it’s chief function being to separate and 
hold at good and proper distance said 
Atlantic. Pacific and Gulf Coasts. 

To these observers, either dry sandy 
plains or unbroken wilderness, possibly 
still supporting remnants of Indian 
bands, are about all that those vast acres 
in the center of the country can boast. 
At least, who would think of anyone 
even thinking about d-i-v-i-i-n-g-g in a 
place like that. 

Dear Coastal Friends, we have news 
for you! 

There are things in fresh water that 
would amaze you. These lakes are teem- 
ing with fish and are abundant with 
Many 


areas are loaded with carp, a large and 


beautiful underwater scenery. 
very prolific fish. They make good hunt- 
ing and give the spearfisherman plenty 


of chance to exercise or develop his 
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CARP HUNTERS — standing on a small sunken island in the middle of Lake Minnetonka. 
Darrell Schipper and Emil Rheinhardt of the Minnesota Skin Divers Club. check their 


catch of 15 and 25 pound carp. 


many facets of diving inland lakes and rivers. 


skills. The carp has a tough, leathery 
skin, and it takes a well placed shot to 
bring him in. 

Some of the most popular diving lo- 
cations are the quarries. These are the 
forgotten limestone excavations from 
which rock has been cut for generations. 
Now completely flooded, the water is 
clear as crystal. Some of them are over 
200 feet deep with sheer precipices 
stretching vertically down into the mys- 
terious blue below. Vistas rivaling the 
Grand Canyon are thus afforded. 

So fascinated are we by the beautiful 
inland lakes that sometimes we almost 
forget the vast expanses of water in our 


Great Lakes. The bottom of all the Lakes 


Spearing carp and other rough fish is just one of the 


Robert Travis Keagle Photo. 


are strewn with the colorful wrecks of 
the past centuries. Fortunes in salvage 
await those who seek them. 

However, diving in the Great Lakes 
has not come into full bloom as yet. 
Like the oceans, dangerous storms are 
to be encountered and larger and sturd- 
ier diving vessels are needed. Some type 
of protective dress is necessary for those 
who are prejudiced to cold water. Still, 
the water is clear, the area is vast, and 
the prizes high. 

Thus out here on these arid plains 
we are taking no back seats to anyone— 
whether it be in diving research, testing, 
manufacturing. or just in the exciting 
sport of skin diving. >= 


ENNSYLVANIA 


Swim Equipment 


You’ll be amazed to see how much 
more fun swimming can be when 
you’re equipped with rugged, de- 
pendable Pennsylvania swim equip- 
ment. Moderately priced and 
quality built, Pennsylvania is your 
best bet for family fun in the water 
this summer, and is the ideal gear for 
anyone just taking up skin diving. 


PENNSYLVANIA PENNFINS— 
Skillfully designed to give you 
extra power and speed with a 
minimum of effort. 


PENNSYLVANIA 
SWIM GOGGLES 
— Designed to fit 
all faces and give 
a wide view. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

SWIM MASKS — Under- 
water swim masks in many 
sizes, each equipped with 
ashatter-proof safety lens, 
designed for clear under- 
water vision. 


PENNSYLVANIA SWIM 
PIPES — Extra light and 
efficient with automatic 
ball-type safety valve, 
soft rubber mouth-piece 
and adjustable headstrap. 


THE GENERAL TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY 


Pennsylvania Athletic Products Division 
Akron, Ohio 
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ZACLUSIVE ! 
The New p) 7 
UNDERWATER HOUSING 
ALL Metal Construction 
Pressure Tested to 250 Feet 
y ONLY $149.50! 
‘te pe . ™ ’ ¥ | 
Vibrant Miss Semana Nautica 1956 chooses to pose with four champions, winners of the 
Annual Abalone Contest at Santa Barbara, California. Bill Chamber, Joe Bryson, Herb 
Harbeson and Don Howenstine display their elegant trophies with pride. 
SEMANA NAUTICA Hell Divers of Carpinteria, The Cal 1 oly 
A R A (Continued from Page 24) Skin Divers, and the Dolphins. 
Dtedel telen Cameses making such a great and sporting event It is hoped that all Southern Cali- 

AL (except type M-3) possible and recognized in the past five fornia skin diving clubs will send :ep- 
insite: tied Mann it ONO iis Cini and years. Thanks to the officials of the De- resentatives to the Sixth Annual abalone 
fy ~ ph FB, partment of Fish and Game for their contest next year, a contest becoming 
mvt eee —— we fairness and cooperation. more and more popular as the years go 

Write for FREE Brochure A hand shake to the entrants. to the by. 731 

ALFA AMERICAN CORP. clubs who turned out for the meet this It will be held in July as always. so 4 

303 West 42nd Street year, namely, The Santa Barbara Skin we urge all clubs to place a note onf 223 
New York 36 New York Divers, The Sea Downers, The Santa their agenda, to turn out for a full 
3arbara Blue Fins, The Val Rays, The hour of real fun and challenge. >=» 
/ ’ 
RICHARDS ” ... NEW York's LARGEST SPEARFISHING CENTER 
‘ 
J : 
PRE-TESTS all Equipment for SAFETY and DURABILITY!  Jetzane, 
Ment Ciy is, ame 
All skin diving products are quality checked and carefully tested by our staff of experts under 3 on 
actual oceanic conditions from aboard our 31 foot cruiser before authorized for sale. neralish, tal. 
r i gs j sti 

one year cuatanret on a TU ON ee LO 

OF OUR EQUIPMENT! eee monn etc., and oi 

We are the authorized Eastern Aqualung re- Y Specials, ~“" L 

pair depot. S 

ANOTHER FIRST! B 

Our expert diver gives you a free, private, one A 

hour lesson at the Hotel St. George swimming fc 

pool with the purchase of any diving lung. pi 

COMPLETE SELECTION! o T 

We have the largest selection of diving equip- GANTNER’S Nylon Elastic d. 

ment... GUARANTEED . . . and available at RACING TRUNKS 

modest prices. Postage Prepaid in U.S. Black, Royal, Grey, White , 

MONTHLY SPECIALS ot glimmer ; 
RES-Q-PAK $2.95 , 
BAMBOO STAINLESS STEEL MARK Vil CO’ PISTOL 
FLOATING KNIFE........$2.95] | 18-inch length $39.95 
Sew-On Patch .. — 20-30 Shots Per Cartridge 
FROGMAN T-SHIRTS .. . 4 col- MARK VI SPINNING REEL 
ored emblem on Heavy Weight Fits Any Gun....... $5.95 
quality White T-Shirt. MARK Il FOOT LOADER 
Adult sizes ...... S,M,L $1.25 Fits Any Arbolete....... . $1.95 
Children sizes ..... 4:12 $1.00 Skin Diving Library. 
JANTZEN’S IMPORTED COTTON “SKIN DIVER’S GUIDE TO 
REVERSIBLE TRUNKS STERLING SILVER “FROGMAN” AMERICAN WATERS” ... .$1.75 
Black or Red Plaid Reverse; Red TIE CLASP. Beautifully detailed. DIVE by Rick Carrier. . .a@com 

RUBBER GLOVES ..$2.95 ai Fo, or Green Plaid Reverse; Brown $3.95] plete text book ......... $4.95 
WRIST SEALS $5.95 or Brown Plaid Reverse 

120 Ft. DEPTH 9595 Sizes: 28-36 ............ $5.95 AIR STATION OPEN ‘TIL 10 P.M. DAILY... 

GAUGE $1.25 Jantzen Plaid Supporters to 233 WEST 42nd STREET, 
waaies *_S128 Jantzen Ploid Supporters # APPA RICHARDS AQUALUNG CENTER New'ron sa, Ney 
| Eee Counselors and wutfitters for world-wide underseas expeditions. 
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DIVE N’ SURF 


THERMOCLINE SUITS 


Save money by assembling 
your own THERMOCLINE 
suits. Kits include all ma- 
terials plus detailed instruc- 
tions for assembling. Ther- 
mocline kits are pre-cut to 
your Specific measurements. 


THERMOCLINE neoprene 
exposure suits provide you 
with the maxium in entry 
ease. durability, comfort 
and warmth at minimum 
cost. 


Send for free sample and 
measuring chart. 





Kits start at $29.50 
The best in all skin diving 
equipment 


731 Pearl Street, La Jolla, Calif. Phone: GLencourt 4-0544 
223 Hermosa Ave., Redondo Beach, Calif. Phone: FR. 9-1473 








DIVING TOURS. INC. 


PROUDLY ANNOUNCES THE FIRST PROFESSIONAL YEAR 'ROUND BOAT SERVICE DEVOTED EXCLUSIVELY TO SKIN 
DIVERS AND UNDERWATER SPORTS ENTHUSIASTS! 


The Most Complete Facility Offered—‘'The SCUBA’’, Specially Designed Jeffries Built 48-Ft. Diesel-powered Boat, for Safety, Service and Comfort: 
e Spacious 16%4-Ft. Beam e Large Comfortable Cabin with Snack Bar e Comfortably Accommodates up to 30 Divers, with Full Equipment 


e Certified Air Supply for All Makes SCUBA e Three Large, Easy-to-Use Diving Ladders e Fathometer e Ingersoll-Rand Compressor 
e Ship-to-Shore Radio e Complete Rental Service for Diving, Spearfishing and Underwater Photographic Equipment, at Reasonable Rates 
Leaves Each Saturday and Sunday 7:15 A.M. from Fellows G& Rates for Day —- $7.00 per Person 
Stewart, Old Yard, Terminal Island 
Berth 206 (after crossing Ford 












For Reservations and Further Information call FRontier 9-5202. 
Avenue draw bridge turn right and 


follow arrow signs) Returns ap- 
proximately 6 P.M. 


The SCUBA is also available for Week - 
day Cruises Make Plans Now! 


Available for Charter Parties, Skin 
Diving Clubs, etc 


Supervised By: GUSTAV DALLA VALLE, World-Famcus Authority on Skin Diving, Spearfishing & Underwater Sports — 
Founder and Director of the First Spearfishing School in the World, “The International Spearfishing Schcol of Haiti.” 
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WET SUIT KIT Complete with aterials 
and instructions to make insuiated foam 
neoprene full suit with hood and seven 
zippers. Choice of full jacket zipper or half 
jacket zipper. Kits come in black, red, green 
vellow. Send measurements when ordering 
Height, chest, waist, thigh. middle of neck 
to wrist, bicep, crotch to floc Send check 
or money order for $24. 95. F.O.B. No C.0.0 


Settee. 


AMATEUR and PROFESSIONAL 





SEAL LIFE 


1901 Pacific Coast Hwy Lomita, Calif. 
DA. 66663 








ANCIENT VOLCANO DIVING 
YIELDS ROMAN ANCHORS 


By ANTONIO RIBERA 


Spanish Underwater Archeologist 


Columbretes Islands are a group of crater. This explains the fact that man 
small islands located 16 miles off the many ancient anchors, ranging froin 


Phoenician anchors to Roman leaden 
types of them, are lying now on the rock 
bottom of Columbretes: they were cit 
during a change of the wind, no tine 
left for raising them. 


coast of the province de Castellon. in 
Eastern Spain. This means that they 
are in the Mediterranean; they are bar- 
ren, rocky islands, with only a lighthouse 
and the keeper with his wife and daugh- 


an In this strange and beautiful sp: t 


Stanley S. Slotkin, the President of A 
bey Rents, has been diving looking fir 
the relics of the past. Slotkin could 
called a “homo duplex”. a double ma 
hecause he combines two very differe: t 
activities: he is a keen businessman 
operating a rental business of hospiti| 
supplies and party equipment, and at the 
same time he is an amateur archeologis'. 
who is specializing in the newest ar- 


cheology . 


But Columbretes are an ancient vol- 
cano, and this gives them unique and 
amazing features. The perfect crater of 
the voleano, about one mile in circum- 
ference, is broken in several spots and 
the bowl itself offers a natural harbour 
to ships. From very ancient times, 
Columbretes have been a natural shelter 
for ships. It was a shelter. true, but it 
could be also a trap. When the wind 
changed suddenly — which happens very 
frequently there — the galleys anchored 
there seeking for refuge had no time to 
raise their anchors to get out of the 


As it has been reported in Los Angeles 
newspapers. Slotkin dived last year off 
the Italian shore, and recovered 39 Ro- 








Lyle A. Hoskin and Son 


Mid Summer Specia 





Buy an Aqua-Lung and neceiue 


diving suit 





2-stage DA Aqua-Lung and 70 cubic 
foot tank with reserve. 
Price $160.00 


1. 100 Fathom watch 


i ei Use this order form. _No COD’s. California residents, add 4% sales tax. 
If suit is desired give height and weight. 
2. A full length rubber $54.95 ( pace nie en check or M.O. for $160.00 for my Aqua-Lung and 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
cITY STATE 





Absolutely 
FREE 


Lyle A. Hoskin & Son 
1220 W. Coast Highway 
Newport Beach, California 


Check FREE gift choice ( ) 100 Fathom Watch 
( ) Full Length Diving Suit 
We reserve the right to revoke this offer at any time. 
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man amphorae or ancient wine-jars, 
which he gave to American museums and 
universities, 

Now he is looking for ancient wrecks 
lying along the Spanish Mediterranean 
coasts. where in ancient times there was 
an intense traffic and hig trade routes 
stretched all along the coast. He is well 
aware that under the blue Mediterranean 
waters. 2,000 years-old secrets are wait- 
ing for the modern fishermen to discover 
therm. 

\fter putting on his Aqua-Lung. his 
rubber foot fins and his mask. Slotkin 
jum ped to the water in Columbretes, only 
to |e surprised to see that “there was no 
water at all’. In fact. the water was so 


clear. that he could see to 90 ft. under 
him. right down to the rocky bottom. 


He was afraid he was going “to fall”. 
but nothing happened. On this 
Slotkin was accompanied by a 
ero ip of six expert Spanish Scuba divers. 


occa- 


S10! 


Then, diving along rocky cliffs. cov- 
with dangerous sea-urchins, Slot- 
kin discovered the first ancient 
as nute witnesses of dramatic 
of ore. 


ere 
anchor. 


escapes 


\gain on the crystal waters. Slotkin 
amazed to see the bottom, which 
looked like a hugh Roman mosaic. 
From the boat. you can see every crack 
of the sea floor. The walls of the crate 
are imposing: they are rough, jagged 
and grotesque. If you look around from 
the center of the bowl you see a perfect 
cire le: 


Was 


a most amazing experience. 


On top of the crater you find hun- 
dreds of rabbits . . . and scorpions too. 
But the larger animals are in the sea: 
the beautiful servias —a fish related to 
tuna. — barracudas. big groupers. and 
even sharks. Underwater hunting there 
is wonderful. The fish is not afraid of 
you. They are curious and come right 
up to vou. If you want to spear them. 
you cannot miss. 


When Slotkin and his party were pre- 
paring to go back, the wind changed 
as in ancient times—and the sea became 
very rough outside. They had to spend 
the night there. But the weather was not 
so much better the next day, and they 
had to face an imposing storm in their 
journey back to the Spanish coast. The 
yacht rolled and dived under the great 
waves which assaulted her, as if the souls 
of the hundreds of nameless ancient 
mariners which died in Columbretes 
were trying to avenge themselves on 
these intruders of today. 


‘Try this trip!”, says Slotkin enthu- 
siastically. “Try this trip and meet the 
lighthouse keeper who lives only on 


199 
fish ° 


nd he finished by saying: “And, be- 
And he finished by saying: “And, I 
lieve me: you will remember always 
C.lumbretes Islands!” ># 
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This is what professional divers say about the “Spear- 
fisherman Seamless Suit’’ 
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this proof is your guarantee! 


The revolutionary machine method of moulding, forms 
the rubber into a perfectly shaped and seamless suit. 
100% waterproof! 800% stretchable! Easy to get into! 
Outlasts two ordinary suits! 


Manufactured by the makers of the world fa- 
mous Spearfisherman Duck Feet (approved and 
worn by U. S. Navy frogmen) and the wide-view 


mask, 


Spearfisherman Seamless Suit 


NO SEAMS —NO GLUE —NO PATCHWORK 


FULL SUIT w---2---939295 SHORTIE ...... ssvcvneseh eee 
Small — Medium — Large. Small, Regular G Large 
(Full length legs with feet, full (Thigh seal short legs, bicep 


length arms.) 


seal short arms.) 


Dozens of Blemished and Slightly Imperfects at Even Lower Costs 
NOTE: Insist on the genuine Spearfisherman 
Suit—if your dealer cannot supply you — 

Order Factory Direct @ Send For Free Catalog 


7521 Clay Street 
Huntington Beach, Calif. 
LExington 6-2279 

Dept. S 
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GOLD PROSPECTORS 


(Continued from Page 10) 





wealth has run into thousands: at the 
same time they are reaping a sizable 
income. Until the introduction of Scuba. 
no one had the opportunity that is now 
available for underwater gold mining. 


Here’s your chance to find a million 
dollars and more. It might take you 
vears. months. or a few days to hit it. 
It all depends on your willingness to 
work. the gear vou use and the study 
vou give it. Still. while vou are searching 


for it. vou can earn a decent living. 


20th 


“fool’s 


The underwater gold rush is on 
Century stvyle—— and it is not 


gold”. >a 








Amazing New 22 Cal. PRO-PEDO — Prodanovich Torpedo Powerhead 
SAFE TO USE SENSITIVE POWERFUL 


(Cocks on Inertia) (Works on Small Fish) (Gets Big Fish) 





Made to fit: French Arbalete — Voit Arbalete — Any arrow with 5/16" N.F. thread 


ORDER NOW, ONLY $35.00 


Built by: Jack Prodanovich, originator of the POWERHEAD for underwater spearfishing 


JACK PRODANOVICH ENTERPRISES 





3824 Ampudia Street San Diego 10, California 
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SKINDIVERS! 


FOR COMFORT. SAFETY AND PLEASURE 
BE SURE THE AIR YOU BREATHE !S FRESH! 


Be sure it is Cornelius compressed air. 






Moderate charging rate and triple filtration 
— mechanical, coalescent and 
chemical—all help 
insure that Cornelius 
compressed air is 
pure and fresh. 















Model 130R1500— 
1% CFM—3000 PSI. 
Weight 38 Ibs. Height 17 in, 


aw 


aod 
# 
oP 7 
7 
> 4 
ea. 


2 Ee 4 
/ THE CLLT. COMPANY 


550-39th Ave. N.E. 





Own your own compressor or urge your club or dealer to purchase one. 
There is a Cornelius compressor for every diver’s need. Five models 
available. All are easy to operate—ask your dealer for a demonstration 
or write for free catalog showing complete line. 
















Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 





TREASURE HUNTERS 


(Continued from Page 14) 





feet. A little noticeable ear pain; I rise 
a few feet, clear —-no pain — and ds- 
cend with the rest. The divers are strug 
out down the canyon, groping alon 
picking away beneath the always-sway- 
ing plants. 


We are on bottom now. depth 78 fee 
several of the divers move off into deep» 
pockets that could contain and ho 
wreckage for years, even during tlie 
violent storms that must frequent thi 
bank. Now we have guests! Sea lion 
by the hundreds begin to buzz us doing 
wing-overs, power dives and hedge-ho 
ping (reef hopping). Then satisfied, 
they hum off. 


2M TD Du me we 


Bault, next to me, signals with a mo- 
tion across the throat that his air is 
running out and begins to ascend. | 
check my SeAir. Yes, time was almost 
up; divers along the line began to rise. 


Slowly, very slowly, we climbed to the 
surface. Above on the surface we spotted 
the small skiff piloted by Bob Jones, our 
safety man for the trip. Some swam and 
some were towed back to the Shirley 
Kay, against the always-present one to 
two knot current that flows down the 
reef. 

Back aboard, we all agreed that to 
explore such a vast area would require: 
first, a fathometer aboard the boat to 
locate the very shallowest area to begin 
diving; secondly, a float and charting 
system as each area is scanned, Even 
with our carefully-laid plans, using a 
rope to act as a pivot and guide to keep 
the divers within a given area this was 
abandoned and we began, for the re- 
mainder of the trip, to search in pairs, 
hunting up and down the canyons within 
a quarter-mile radius of the anchored 
boat. 


The treasure is there; we are sure of 
it, and another trip is planned soon with 
all the sounding equipment needed plus 
metal location devices that will lead us 
to both ferrous and non - ferrous metas. 
This was a preview of experience (n 
treasure hunting. > 
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Members of the Vancouver Skin Diver Club and a badly bashed target used in the Empire 


Pool for the purpose of training the new members in the use of their newly purchased 


underwater spearguns. Above, left to right, are Lorne Nicholson, Bill Hitchcock, Gary 


By /ord, Norm Saxton and Cam Porteous. Photograph by Jim Willis. 





CHICAGO DIVER 
RECOVERS BODY 


By Robert M. Hill 


On May 19th, at 3 a.m., a sight-seeing 
ship, the “Streamliner,” developed motor 
trouble not far from shore as she was 
returning from a cruise. One of her 
crewmen attempted to swim ashore for 
help, but couldn't make it. The captain 
also jumped in in an attempt to save 
him, but became unconscious in the 
frigid water, but his life preserver kept 
him afloat until help came. 

(round 2 p.m., the following after- 
noon, the “Aqua Venturer II Chicago.” 
innocently came cruising into the area 
where two police boats and a Coast 
Guard cutter had been dragging for the 
body since early morning. 

The captain in charge of the police 
boat asked Ed “Moray” Morlan to go 
down and look around. After about five 
minutes of searching in the fifty degree 
water, Ed saw the body, which he 
brought to the surface. 

Later, Ed warmed up in a police car, 
unusual indeed, as the Chicago water- 
front is officially closed to all skin div- 
ers, When he returned to do a little more 
diving in search of fishing parapherna- 
lia later, the police obligingly looked the 
olher way. >» 








New Jersey’s Center 


for 


Underwater Equipment 


Rental Lungs ¢ Tanks 
Lungs Refilled with 
Fresh Mountain Air $2.00 


Lungs in Stock: 
Scott ¢ Aqua-Lung « Divair 


Try One Here on Our Lake 


Suits - Compressors - Guns 
Masks - Fins - Cameras 


Cases - Books 


BOWCRAFT’S 
Sport Shop and Playland 


Route 22, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 


Open evenings, except Wed. and Sunday 








‘*Imitation is Sincerest Flattery’’ 
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HAVE OUCK FEET 


@ FULL LENGTH RIBS 


Mfg. & Sold by 





From 


the foot, clear to the heel straps (means no 
strain on the forefoot). 

@ FLOATING GENUINE RUBBER 

@ HI-STRETCH HEEL STRAPS 


the tip of the web, along the sides of 









Dept. D 


7521 Clay St., Huntington Beach, Calif. 





Phone LExington 6-2279 
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on one of our completely equipped 





BAHAMA ISLANDS 


**Skin Diving at its Best’’ 





Clear, warm water, big fish, coral reefs 
and old wrecks. Cruise from Nassau 


yachts, sail or power. One hour from 
U. S. by air. 


LAZYJACK 39’ Schooner 
Capt. Fred Whittier, 
P. O. Box 1057, Nassau, Bahamas 


TRAVELER - 40’ Ketch 
Capt. Art Crimmins, c/o Nassau Yacht 
Haven, Nassau, Bahamas 


ALPHA — 80’ Ketch 
Capt. Lou Kenedy, c/o Nassau Yacht 
Haven, Nassau, Bahamas 


SARANNE 46’ Fishing Cruiser 
Capt. Sam Sawyer, P. O. Box 1057, 
Nassau, Bahamas 


JAY BEE 30’ Cruiser 
Capt. Bernie Butler, c/o East Bay Yacht 
Basin, Nassau, Bahamas. 





All Members Nassau Charter Boat Assn. 


Write Yachts for Information and Rates. 








NORTHEAST NOTES 


By DON LAMONT 


Northeast Council of Skin Diving Clubs, P. O. Box 42, Shawsheen Village, Mass. 


At a recent meeting with Lieutenant 
William King of Massachusetts Civil De- 
fense, plans were formulated by Coun- 
cil Directors to bring about a system of 
underwater engineering units to aid in 
the CD effort. These units will be formed 
in CD Region 1 which encompasses New 
England. New York, and New Jersey. 
Plans are underway for training divers 
in underwater demolition, cutting and 
welding. 

Word has been received from Serge 
Birn, Chairman of the AAU Underwater 
Spearfishing Committee that contestants 
taking part in Council tournaments this 
year will not jeopardize their amateur 
standings. 

It is gratifying to see that the “no 
waving’ rule created by the Safety Com- 
mittee is being universally accepted. 
When a person holds either hand over 
his head when in the water, it means 
“1 am in trouble.” The signal is un- 
mistakable and it is understood that lead- 


ing sports magazines will soon publicize 














EDC 








Full Suit ee 
Full Suit - heavy duty.. 9 
Shorty ..... 
Women’s Short Suit .. 3 
FullSuit Kit......... 


Other Models various prices 


SUITS EVERYBODY 


The Original 
Foam Neoprene Suit 


45.00 


40.00 


5.00 
9.00 


5.00 





Al Popp, well known New 
England diver and proprietor 
of the Holyoke Underwater 
Supply Co. 








Available at your dealers 
or uri 


Outside California 


EDCO 


305 American Trust Co. Bldg. 
Berkeley 4, Calif 


te 
In California 
BEAVER OF LA JOLLA 
P.O. Box 348 _—_La Jolla, Calif. 
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this signal as standard for any em=r- 
gency situation of a swimmer in t ie 
water. 

Dawn Castelli and 11 other Cour «il 
divers have left Boston on a charte: ed 
80-foot schooner for a trip through ‘he 
3ahamas to dive off Bimini, Cat C.y. 
Andros, etc. Upon their return infor a- 
tion will be available to any Coun: 
diver interested in making a similar ti p. 

Percy Kingsley and John Jagchitz of 
Cranston and Newport, Rhode Isla: d, 
rendered a valuable service to two st. te 
conservation Departments recently >) 
diving to a depth of 75 feet in Wallim 
Lake—located on the Rhode Island-M 1s- 
sachusetts line—-in 40 degree water to 
secure information on the effectiven: ss 
of Rotenone used to kill all fish to ccn- 
vert the lake for the introduction of 
trout. Valuable data was secured on 
depth of penetration and whether fish 
had been killed all the way to bottom 

Zig Surawski of the Worcester Frog- 
men and his committee did a fine job in 
running the upper New England Sec- 
tional eliminations for the East Coast 
Championships, held off Dog Bar Break- 
water at Gloucester, Massachusetts, July 
Ist. Visibility at the start of the contest 
was excellent but lessened to about five 
feet at the halfway mark of the three 
hour competition. Winners of the con- 
test and the two teams from upper New 
England for entry to the East Coast 
Championships at Watch Hill, R.1.. were 
Coast of Maine Neptunes and Boston 
Sea Rovers. Laugh of the contest was 
supplied when a contest official asked two 
men in an 8-foot pram whether they 
were going to patrol the outside of the 
breakwater for safety of the divers. “In 
this?” was the incredulous reply. Seas 
were running very heavy on the outside 
where contest was held. So well planned 
was the event that Committee even had 
a Coast Guard helicopter on call. 

COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
voted to continue through 1956 the $50 
reward offered last year for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of 
any skin diver caught stealing fromm. 
tampering with or otherwise molesting 
legally set lobster traps. This offer in- 
cludes all states in the Northeast except 
New Hampshire which prohibits the tek- 
ing of lobsters with or without a license. 


Jim Cayford of Bangor who majored 
in Marine biology suggests that diving 
clubs could perform a great service to 
colleges and universities by supplyirg 
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them with sorely needed marine speci- 
mens which they are unable to buy. He 
states that his own club, the Maine 
Divers Association is helping out in this 
regard. 

A STORMY SESSION is expected 
when the New Hampshire legislature 
convenes this year and the lobster ques- 
tion is brought up again. Two years ago 
the Legislature passed a law prohibiting 
the taking of lobsters, without benefit of 
a public hearing. It is understood that 
the law passed on testimony given by 
an official of the conservation depart- 
ment, who stated that skin divers were 
allezedly mutilating lobsters. Checking 
thi. it was found that many skin divers 
were throwing lobsters into their con- 
tainers without gauging them. Upon get- 
tin ready to leave the water they would 
then gauge their catch throwing back 
the shorts, but leaving an assortment of 
claws, etc. laying in the bottom of the 
net or basket. Divers can see the neces- 
sit: of gauging their lobsters before put- 
tins them in their baskets. 


EGISLATION ON SKIN DIVING 
looms in Maine due to the inadequacy 
of the present laws to cover the subject. 
At present no laws exist covering spear- 
fishing with the exception of spearing 
fis: in fresh water and the taking of 
lol:sters without a license. However, due 
to the services performed by skin divers. 
fa\orable legislation is almost certain to 
come about. 


EVER RUN INTO a mud cloud under- 
Garnett Major of Dunstable, 
Mass., reports that the only way he could 
tell which way was up was by a small 
amount of water he had in his mask 
when, in diving deep in a lake. he en- 
tered a cloud of mud particles. Perhaps 
artificial horizons built into face masks 
will be the coming thing next season. 


\N OLD BLUE LAW has been drag- 
ged out of the Massachusetts legislative 
archives which prohibits the spearing of 
fish on Sundays. However, the benefits 
dene the general public by skin divers 
in that state have been so pronounced 
that the law is seldom enforced and the 
Council has every hope of getting it re- 
pealed. As the sport becomes more and 
more popular on the East Coast, it be- 
hooves all skin divers to show them- 
selves in a favorable light by the many 
services they can perform. An example 
of this was the recovery of a downed 
helicopter pilot’s body from 40 feet of 
water in Boston Harbor by Jim Cahill. 
Jim was a former instructor in the UDT 
and is much respected for his under- 
water abilities. 


water? 


\ very belated “Thank you” is due 
to the donors of the fine prizes given to 
the winners of the Individual Spearfish- 
ing Championship Derby held by the 
Council last fall. First prize. a week’s 


vacation for two at the famous SeaHorse 
Motel in Marathon, Florida, was donated 
by Cal and Wes Bartelt, air transporta- 
tion via Eastern Airlines by the Council. 
Dan Prescott of Providence R.I. was the 
winner. Second prize, a Scott Hydro-Pak 
was donated by Scott Aviation Corpora- 
tion of Lancaster, New York. The win- 
ner was Dennis Hurley of Hartford, Con- 
necticut. Third prize, a DivAir, was 
donated by Healthways of California. 
The winner, and only woman in the 
event which numbered 106 divers. was 
Myrtle Gagne of Hartford. Connecticut. 
Fourth prize. a 100 Fathom watch. also 
donated by Healthways of California was 
won by Frank Vogel of New Jersey. The 
officers and directors of the Council wish 
to extend their sincere thanks to the 
donors of these fine prizes. The event 
was held at Marthas’ Vineyard off the 
coast of Massachusetts where there are 
some fine fishing grounds. 

ALL CLUBS IN the Council are urged 
to submit pictures and news items of 
their activities, especially unique or un- 
usual operations, to Post Office Box 42. 
Shawsheen Village, Massachusetts, for 
inclusion in this column. Through the 
cooperation of the editors of Skin Diver 
Magazine, it is hoped that this column 
will become a regular feature. Dead- 
line for receipt of all copy will be the 
20th of the month. = 


ATTENTION! 


EASTERN DIVERS 


Write for FREE price list 
and many club benefits 


NEED ... BY MAIL 


water skies, aquaplanes, 


accessories. 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR HEALTHWAYS. 
VOIT «+ U.S. DIVERS + DACOR 
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JOIN OUR UNDERWATER CLUB! 


ORDER EVERYTHING YOU 


Immediate Delivery From Our Stock! 
We Pay All Shipping Costs To You! 


Complete diving needs, including 
Scuba, suits, spear guns, fins, masks, 
parts and 
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Syren Divers 


Bon 242, Syracuse 1, New York 














WE APOLOGIZE 


For Keeping This Good News From You All This 
Time, But We Wanted To Be Sure That 


E-Z SEAL 


use in your high 
valve 


ductory price of 


3 for $1.00 Postpaid 


Longer wearing - Easier installation 


like other washers - 
control gives you a quick, sure seal 
So easy, a small child can insure 
tight seal with a minimum of effort 
Satisfaction or your money back 


DEALER’S INQUIRIES INVITED 


E-2 SEAL COMPANY 
688 Sandy Beach 
Clark Lake, Michigan 


Was practical and thoroughly tested 
before offering this washer to you, for 
pressure medical 
E-Z SEAL is now ready for 


immediate delivery at the low intro- 


To install, simply remove old washer 
and insert the new E-Z SEAL washer 
by pressing in place with your fingers. 


No deterioration from sun, salt or oil - 
Retains shape - Will not take a set 
Gentle fingertip 


a 
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PIERRE, former U 


S. Divers Associate 


is back from TAHITI. 
Take advantage of an unprecedented 


offer: 
FULL DRY SUIT, 





two-ply 


neoprene and latex major 
brand (factory second) for 


AQUA-LUNG “‘Over-pres- | 


sure’’ regulator, 


used (all vital parts are 


new) for 


slightly 


99% 


WATCH, Swiss made, pres- Ea 
sure and waterproof, one . 
year guarantee, Reg 


$49.95, for 


(plus 


excise tax 10%) 


AQUA-LUNG ‘‘Over-pressure’’ regu- 


lator (Brand new) 


$39.95 


F.O.B. Los Angeles, Send money order 


or cashier's check 


HURRY UP, quantity limited 


Complete line of 


U.S. Divers and 


Healthways equipment, Rentals, Air, 


Repairs. Open at 
call. 


any time on phone 


ON DISPLAY. A prototype of a revo- 
lutionary new french, double diaphagm 


chest regulator, 
with air pressure 


the DIV-OMATIC, 
clear push button 


device. (US Patent applied for) 


AMERICAN 


610 Wilshire Blvd. - 


DIVERS CO. 


EX. 4-4753 


Santa Monica, California 








Middle Atlantic 
Champs, Dela- 
ware Underwater 
Swim Club team. 
L-R. Bob Weller. 
Joe Hodgkins and 
Harry Wiseman. 





















































































Delaware Underwater Swim Club 


Wins Middle Atlantic Title 








words. 
The Aquarh 
to Break th 





cenversation is necessary. 
under actual working conditions. 
Constructed of durable lightweight plastic and brass . . 
parts to wear out or replace 
defects in workmanship and materials 
tions for installation and use 


HEALTHWAYS 





with practice you can learn ¢ 


ETALK UNDER WATER _ 





pat. pend 


Pract 


May be easily installed on most SCUBA 
regulator mouthpieces now on the market. 
Can be used with Healthways full-face Me- 
dusa Mask assembly for SCUBA or with 
Healthways SCUBA mask. These two units 
permit perfect clarity and enunciation of 


' 
1 barner! 





Comes 


F eee 


No moving 


The Aquaphone is guaranteed against 
complete with instruc- 
RETAIL 


Exclusive Distributor for Amazing New AQUAPHONE® 


AVAILABLE FOR 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 







Dealer and Jobber 
inquiries solicited 


After becoming proficient in its use, the Aquaphone will prove helpful in underwater 
photography, group skin diving, salvage work, or any underwater operation where limited 
The Aquaphone was designed and tested by expert divers 


Cat. No. 1949 


$4.95 
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By ROBERT M. WELLER 


Tournament Chairman 


On June 30th, 1956 the Middle Atlan- 
tic Spearfishing Championships were 
held under the A.A.U. auspices at the 
Delaware Breakwater, Lewes. Del. Com- 
peting were member clubs of the Mid- 
dle Atlantic Underwater Conference; 
‘Garden State Tritons”. Jersey City, 
N. J.: “Depth Chargers”, Philadelphia, 
Pa: “Swarthmore Mermen”, Swarth- 
more. Pa.: “Delaware Underwater Swim 
Club”. Wilmington, Del.: “Maryland 
Waterbugs’, Baltimore, Md.; and two 
clubs from the Marine Corp. Base at 
Camp LeJeune, N. C.. the “Sea Urchins”, 
and the “Camp LeJeune Underwater Ex- 
plorers.” 

The tournament was scheduled for 3 
hours but due to heavy surf along the 
breakwater the meet was called at the 
end of two hours of competition. ‘The 
winners were the “Delaware Underwater 
Swim Club” who took 125 Ibs. of fish for 
an aggregate of 288 pts. Second place 
went to the “Swarthmore Mermen” who 
speared 76 lbs. of fish for a total of 208 
pts. and third place went to the “Garden 
State Tritons” with 80 lbs. of fish but 
only 182 pts. Trophies were presented 
to the first place winners. and medals 
to the 2nd and 3rd place clubs. ‘The 
Delaware Club and the Swarthmore Mer- 
men will represent the Middle Atlantic 
Area in the forthcoming East Coast 
Championships to be held at Watch Hill. 
R. 1. on 8th July. »s 
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Pet » makes a new friend by returning 
her ‘ost fishing equipment. Many articles 
wer recovered on this lake diving trip 
anc vacation, 





INLAND FUN 
FOR SKIN DIVERS 


By ROGER PETTY 


| took a long weekend vacation at 
Lal e Havasu, California, recently where 
the water is clear and the carp go as 
hig’: as forty pounds. Quite a bit of in- 
terrst by the vacationists and fishermen 
arose as they saw me thoroughly en- 
joy ng my sport of skin diving. so few 
hac ever seen a skin diver working in 
the water. Soon I was besieged with re- 
quests to recover personal items that had 
been lost in the lake. The one best re- 
called was from an elderly pensioner who 
had lost his false teeth in the excitement 
of landing a large fish. 


The dentures were easily found in 
twelve feet of water. When they were 
returned to the fisherman he was so hap- 
py you would have thought they were 
made of solid gold . . . now after a two 
weck period he could eat solid foods 
and the fish he caught. 


Many people thought I was a thauma- 
turgist. Other articles recovered included 
a ladies’ wrist watch, several fishing 
poles, reels and three pair of glasses. 


Several cash rewards for the recovered 
property were offered but turned down. 
this was fun . . . however pies, cakes and 
beer mysteriously appeared at meal time. 


low about all of you skin divers on 
vacation and those living near large 
bedies of water making this personal 
property recovery business a pleasant 
pastime? If you carry a Scuba or have 
to invest in a Scuba unit you could make 
it into a highly profitable hobby as well 
as having more fun. >= 





AIR with SEAIR 








LUNG DIVE WITH MORE CONFIDENCE 
with MAR-MAC'S new SCUBA air gauge 


THIS NEW GAUGE saves air because it 
allows you to use all your air. With it, 
you no longer need to guess . . . to return 
with partially used tanks and pay again 
and again for full charges. You can dive 
safely with partially filled tanks, enjoy 
your dive, and let your gauge tell you 
when to return. With it, you can accu- 
rately gauge your air and save up to % 
the cost of refills, It will usually pay for 
itself in a season! 

Install this new gauge on your SCUBA 
and know how much air you have in 
your tank before you dive and at all times 
during your dive. With it, you can plan 
vour dives safely while submerged. No 
more worrying about when to “start for 
home.” 

Like the gas gauge on your car, the 
SeAir Gauge continually shows you how 
much “fuel” you have left in your 
SCUBA. The unit includes water resist- 


ant, precision air gauge, pressure tested 
hose and an “O” ring assembly which 
fits between your medical valve and reg- 
ulator. Replaces Teflon washer, saves 
cost of reserve valve on spare bottles. 
Easily installed. 

It has given more sport to lung diving 
because it gives assurance and peace of 
mind to the diver. With it, you know 
when you've reached your “point of re- 
turn.” On long, deep dives it helps you 
guard the air you need for proper decom- 
pression. 

The SeAir Gauge was developed by 
lung-diving engineers and is now in use 
by over 1000 SCUBA-users in waters all 
over the world. You can buy it with con- 
fidence — it is unconditionally guaran- 
teed for one year from date of purchase. 
Price? Only $24.95 at your dealer’s or 
direct, postpaid. 


DEALERS: If you are a recognized dealer with 
a sport diving department, write for special, 
introductory consignment plan. 


MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 


1453 REVERE AVENUE, 


HAYWARD, 
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By RICK MADRID 


Police agencies throughout the United 
States are finding various uses for 
Scuba and for skin divers. Here in 
Alameda County, the Sheriff's Depart- 
ment saw the potentiality of the use of 
Scuba, and organized the Sheriff's Un- 
derwater Rescue Unit. Unfortunately 
there are areas in California which due 
to the lack of skin divers, and skin diving 
facilities, law enforcement agencies are 
deprived of the use of underwater in- 
vestigation. 


Scuba Diver Aids 
Police Recovery 





Willoughby, with 
back to the canal, 
watches as author- 
ities remove body 
from recovered 
truck, 















Gustine, California which lies in the 
San Joaquin Valley, found an important 
use for its only skin diver. 


On Saturday June 22, Jim Willough- 
by, a member of the Seacombers of Cali- 
fornia received an emergency call from 
the Gustine police. He was asked to aid 
in the search of a prominent Los Banos 
rancher who had been missing for four 
days. An intense ground and air search 
had blanketed the entire area, but neither 








SEASON’S SPECIAL 
“100 FATHOM WATCH” 


1956 


FREE WITH 
EVERY PURCHASE! 





1956 MODELS 


70 CU. FT. TANK 


38 CU. FT. TANK 





Divair 
DA Aqua Lung 
DW Aqua Lung 
DX Aqua Lung 
DY Aqua Lung 
Dacor 
Northill 





$119.95 
137.95 
122.95 
117.95 
102.95 
149.50 
160.00 


$115.00 
127.50 
112.50 
107.50 
92.50 
130.00 
147.50 











EASTERN SCUBA SUPPLY LTD. 


5302 YORK ROAD, BALTIMORE 12, MARYLAND 


ALL ORDERS F.O.B. BALTIMORE 
MONEY ORDERS OR CASHIERS CHECKS ONLY 


This Offer Good Only If Units Bought Are Complete With Tank & Regulator 
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the rancher nor his light green pic! -up 
truck had been spotted. 

On Saturday morning Califo nia 
Highway Patrolman Frank Bassett lis 
covered tire tracks leading into the 
Delta-Mendota Canal. Minutes after his 
discovery Willoughby, the only | ung 
diver in the area was rushed to the ca sal. 

The Delta-Mendota is forty (eet 
across, and about sixteen feet deep. [he 
current is very swift, and the visib lity 
is zero on the bottom. 

Jim put on his rubber suit and his 
lung. He then strapped on his twenty 
pound weight belt plus two heavy truck 
jacks and a sack of nuts and bolts for 
extra weight. Even with eighty pounds 
of weight, Jim had a rough time bucking 
the swift current. With a safety |ine 
around his chest it required six men to 
lower him into the canal. 

Jim walked along the bottom feeling 
his way. After being under about five 
minutes he bumped into the truck. He 
slid his hands up the door, then up the 
window, the window was shut and the 
door was locked. Walking around to 
the other side was hard work as he had 
to head into the current; the drivers 
door was also locked and the window 
was also rolled up. He then tied his 
line to the door handle and went hand 
over hand to the surface. Jim told the 
police of his discovery then went hack 
down and attached a tow cable to the 
truck so it could be pulled out. 

Gustine and Los Banos even though 
they are miles from the ocean. have 
found the very important use for Scuba. 
Through the efforts of a public spirited 
and capable skin diver the long and ex- 
pensive search came to an end as the 
truck and the body of the rancher was 
pulled over the side of the canal. 

It’s skin divers like Willoughby, \ ho 
give their time and effort to aid law en- 
forcement agencies, who give good p ib- 
licity for skin and Scuba divers. = 
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TENJONIN 


UNDERWATER PHOTO & 


EQUIPMENT CO. 
90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Pa. 


Quality leader for over quarter 
century brings you another FIRST. 





WESTON MASTER — The profes- 


sional’s choice. Formed brass hous- 
ing sealed at the factory. Mounted in 


rubber and shock resistant. High and 


low readings available. Price... 


$89.75 


Largest selection of underwater photo- 
craphic items in the world and the best 


diving equipment. 


SEND FOR CATALOG 














@) Aquatabs 
pe 18 capsules—$4.00 
(enough for 6 dives) 


Aquamins — 


240 tablets—$10 


(enough for 2 months) & 
AT YOUR lied of Seg 


or write us direct 
a 
EB iochemicals, Ltd. 


1334 Westwood Boulevard 
Los Angeles 24, California 


Another Biochemicals, Ltd. design 
for scientific nutrition 














The codfish lays 10,000 eggs, 
The homely hen lays one. 

The codfish never cackles 

To tell you when she’s done. 
And so we scorn the codfish, 
While the humble hen we prize, 
Which only goes to show you 
That it pays to advertize!! 


— Norman Douglas 








Cousteau’s “Silent World’ 
Movie Wins Grand 
Prize At Cannes 


Competing with the best studio fiction 
films of many countries, The Silent 
World, a factual film on underwater 
exploration by Captain Jacques-Yves 
Cousteau and his Calypso diving team, 
has recently taken the Grand Prize at 
the 1956 Cannes International Film Fes- 
tival. Already the biggest box office hit 
in France, the picture is the first non- 
studio work to win the Golden Palms, 
the most coveted of movie awards. 
American audiences will see The Silent 
World in the early autumn. 


The film, shot in 35 millimeter East- 
man color, covers many real undersea 
adventures during a five-month voyage 
of the research ship, Calypso, in the 
Mediterranean, Red Sea, Persian Gulf 
and Indian Ocean. Included are se- 
quences employing up to fourteen Aqua- 
Lung divers. the deepest handheld shots 
yet made—at 247 feet under the Red 
Sea, and Cousteau’s undersea tugs in 
action. More than nineteen miles of 
film were exposed to make the feature- 
length picture. 


The cameras employed were specially 
constructed by André Laban, engineer 
of Calypso Expeditions. They are based 
on the tubular design of Dr. Harold E. 
Edgerton’s automatic electronic flash 
depth cameras which he uses on contin- 
uing studies of the bottom and the Deep 
Scattering Layer aboard the Calypso. 
Laban’s camera is fitted with new Dratz 
correcting lenses which obtain extra- 
ordinary width and depth of field. On 
one location, the fringing reef of As- 
sumption Island in the Indian Ocean, 
water visibility was two hundred feet. 


Of special interest to diving sports- 
men is a sequence depicting peaceful 
penetration of the virgin reef at As- 
sumption. This, the most populous reef 
the divers have ever encountered, in- 
spired them to go down without guns 
and, moving with easy and non-frighten- 
ing motions, attempt to live among the 
fish. They were rapidly accepted as cit- 
izens of the reef and spent six weeks 
filming the most intimate scenes of un- 
dersea life obtained to date. The ex- 
perience was so fascinating that they 
stayed on the remote island after their 
meat stores and fresh water were nearly 
gone. They ate sea turtle and endured 
salt water sores to stay longer in the 
sea. Even the half-ton wine tank of the 
Calypso was exhausted. When French 


seamen will voluntarily carry on with- 
out their vin rouge, the task is un- 
usual, ># 








HOW GOOD IS YOUR 
SPEARGUN? 


Have you ever passed up a really 
big fish because you were fishing with 
a light gun? How many times have 
you run into “the big one” and had 
your big gun on shore or on your float? 

A long time ago Bel-Aqua divers 
decided that there was little reason 
for spearguns to be designed for only 
small fish or large fish. We believe 
that the power of a speargun should 
be adjustable to the game in sight, and 
the adjustment should be made in- 
stantly WHILE YOU ARE UNDER- 
WATER. 

To develop this gun our engineers 
made radical changes in the muzzle of 
ordinary spearguns. Instead of sepa- 
rate, individual strands of rubber 
threaded into special fittings, we de- 
cided upon full circle rings looped 
over a footbar. With this arrange- 
ment, any number of rings can be 
slipped over the bar for unlimited 
power. We used the same idea in the 
wishbone. The gun we designed has 
a wishbone which can be replaced 
while you are in the water. 

We named our new gun HAMMER- 
HEAD because of the appearance of 
the footbar. With the HAMMER- 
HEAD you can load four strands 
with one pull by using the heavy 
muscles in your legs. It is easier to 
cock, has the pull of the rubbers di- 
rectly in line with the shaft, and has 
a terrific range and unlimited power. 

With four rubber rings on the 
muzzle you can cock two of them and 
fish average fish, but, if the monster 
comes along, one more pull loads two 
more rings, or the equivalent of eight 
strands. 

This arrangement will penetrate 
anything that swims. 

The HAMMERHEAD is in use all 
over the world, and divers are en- 
thusiastic about it’s performance. Order 
today. 

#400 Complete gun .-$29.95 
#401 Muzzle only, includes 
rings, muzzle and wishbone 

to convert your gun to a 


HAMMERHEAD ...................$11.95 


Piledriver Detachable 
Spearhead Assembly 


This is a weighted assembly which 
screws on your shaft, and uses the 
standard arbalete type spearhead. The 
weight adds direction and impact, the 
same as the weight on the end of a 
string. The head is positive grip, easy 
to remove and will detach only when 
needed. 

BEL-AQUA PILEDRIVER $3.95 

Beware of cheap imitations, demand 
the original and best. Ask only for 
BEL-AQUA. 

Send for our catalogue with instruc- 
tions and safety rules.......................15¢ 


Bel-Aqua Water Sports Co. 


3750 W. 54th Street 
Los Angeles 43, California 
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EERE 
| Skin Diving 
IS SAFER 


with a 
Cad - Pak 


Harness 
ONLY 


$18.75 


| Guaranteed 

| SEND 

| FOR 
FREE 

| FOLDER 

f TODAY 








4 really eet on 


Slip in or out of a Cad-Pak in a 
wink ¢ Extra-wide straps hug should- 
ers for more comfort ¢ Perfect bal- 
ance supports lung weight ¢ Con- 
venient top handle for easy lifting 
or carrying * Cad-Pak keeps lung 
in upright position when not in use 

. keeps regulator and mouthpiece 
free of sand « Cad-Pak is plated 
and rust-proof . for a lifetime 
of safer diving 














Dealer Inquiries Invited 


Maurell Products 








OWOSSO, MICHIGAN 


*Do all of your club members have 


a subscription to “Skin Diver’’? 





BOOK REVIEW 


By R. K. AWTREY 


MAN UNDER 
THE SEA 


By JAMES DUGAN 


Harper & Bros. 











The title of this book hits the nail 
right on the head for the book is a his- 
tory of every phase of man’s undersea 
endeavors from ancient Greek skin div- 
ers to the atomic submarine. Skin Diver 
readers will enjoy starting right off read- 
ing the Acknowledgments and recogni- 
zing many old friends therein, including 
our editor Jim Auxier. Indeed, in the 
chapter dealing with sport diving the 
Skin Diver itself is written up at some 
length as the official organ of the sport, 
so to speak. 


I was amazed at the diversity of sub- 
ject matter included in this book and 
the way each subject is treated in such 
completeness and, where interesting, de- 
tail. Mr. Dugan’s first chapter deals wit! 
the ancient Mediterranean divers and 
the latter day pioneers, among them the 
immortal Guy Gilpatric. An interesting, 
little-known fact in this chapter is that 
rubber foot fins were invented in 1929 
by a Frenchman, Louis de Corlieu. (You 
must excuse the reviewer; he is an avid 
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U. S. DIVERS 
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MARK MARINE 
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5914 E. 2nd St. 


Long Beach 3, Calif. 
Ph. HEmlock 3-7575 





POWER HEAD 
Pore "SPEAR 


Underwater $1 SPORTS SHOP 


SEND FOR OUR FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 






159 Coast Blvd. So. 
Laguna Beach, Calif. 
Ph. HYatt 4-7880 
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collector of little-known facts, us tally 
apropos of nothing in particular. 


In succeeding chapters the author 
deals with the development of he'me 
diving, some historic recoveries 0) at. 
tempted recoveries of sunken trea: ure, 
the development of the submarine and 
some highlights of its use in hosti' ities 
from the Revolutionary War to W orld 
War II. He gives us a history of * ifty 
years of submerged photography”. the 
story of the field operations of oc -an. 
ographers (until only comparativel\ re. 
cently they did most of their wor’ in 
musty old museums), and the succe: ; of 
undersea archeology. One of the cha ters 
I found the most exciting was that on. 
cerning the exploits of skin diver in 
World War II. Among the accomp ish. 
ments of the war divers, in this case six 
Italians, was the sinking of two Br ‘ish 
battleships and a tanker in Alexan Iria 
harbor. 


Cave diving is a fascinating typ of 
exploration. Norbert Casteret was the 
pioneer underwater spelunker, disco ‘er. 
ing a series of galleries along a sul ter- 
ranean stream in the Montespan Gr: tto, 
France. In one he found many relics of 
ancient man, including a statue of a 
bear estimated to be about 20,000 y ars 
old. Many later dives are descri ed, 
including that of Cousteau and Dumas in 
the Fountain of Vaucluse. 

Fittingly the author closes with an 
account of the efforts to explore the 
depths of the ocean. First there was Alex- 
ander the Great, who descended in a 
diving bell some three hundred years 
before Christ to view the creatures of 


the deep. Some years later, in 1932 to 
be exact, William Beebe and Otis Bai ton 
dropped down a half-mile in their bathy- 
sphere. In 1952 Professor Piccard de. 
scended to 10,400 feet in a bathyscaphe, 
a sort of underwater blimp buoyed by 
gasoline, and the next year Huout and 
Willm of the French Navy reached 13, 
287 feet down in a similar vehicle. For 
all these dives, as well as for many other 
contemporary events, the author gives 
us either on-the-spot reporting or first- 
hand accounts from the participants 


Skin Diver readers will find this a 
book that they will be unable to put 
down until it is finished, and after ‘hat 
it is good reference material. An ex‘en- 
sive bibliography of source materia! is 
available for those who may want to 
delve further into any particular «ub- 
ject. But the book treats each sub ect 
quite completely and yet it is very read- 
able. It should be a best-seller am ong 
underwater books. >» 
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DIVERS HELP CURB 
DELINQUENCY 


By FRANK KABELKA 


The American Porpoise Club has for 
som’ time been giving lectures to differ- 
ent organizations on methods for pre- 
vent on of juvenile delinquency. One 
of cur principle talking points to this 
end as been underwater activities as a 
dive sion for idle youngsters in a crowd- 
ed« ty. This satisfies the youths’ search 
for he thrilling and unusual. Under- 
wat: activities presents such a challenge 
and outlet for the energies of the young- 
er st 

Fr example, Metropolitan New York 
is s) rrounded by water which makes it 
mos convenient to reach most beaches 
and ‘therefore participation in this sport 
is v ry practical, 

T ie use of organized underwater club 
acti ities as a preventative aid will teach 
the youngsters: sportsmanship; con- 
stru tive group cooperation; democratic 
club government and many other things 
ben: ficial to a growing boy or girl. 

Two of our most recent lectures in our 
winter series are as follows. At the 
Church of St. John The Evangelist, Bill 
Carew and James Statler. club president, 
gave an unusually fine lecture. Present 
were Cub Scout Dens, their parents and 
members of the Holy Name Society. Sim- 
ilarlv, another lecture was given at the 
Macison Square Boy’s Club, located in 
the heart of the slums of East New York. 
The audience, comprised of teen-agers. 
were most receptive and highly atten- 
tive to the talk. Principals on the speak- 
ing platform were John Kabelka, and 
Guy De Auguste. 

At both these lectures, an explanation 
of underwater activities was given. This 
included skin diving. underwater pho- 
tography and spearfishing. Equipment 
displayed was: various types of cameras 
and cases; spearguns, hand-spears, fins. 
masks, and lungs. A display that espe- 
tially caught the audience’s eye was the 
large amount and variety of marine flora 
and fauna. The highlight of these talks 
were the scuba instructions and scuba 
safety measures. 

Following these lectures, large num- 
bers of the audience stayed behind to 
ask about and examine the equipment 
anc marine specimens. This to us was 
highly indicative of the public’s growing 
interest in underwater activities as a 
leisure-time sport. 

We hope that through our work at 
these projects as aids to curb juvenile 
del nquency in New York City, that 
other clubs will catch fire with this idea 
an’ will plan and execute similar pro- 
Jec s, >a 





DIVERS WANTED! 


MOVIE 
SALVAGE 


Register with us for movie or salvage 
diving in your locality. We are in con- 
tact with salvage and movie jobs round 
the globe. 


Send $2.50 as registration and service 
fee .. . We will send you information, 
on jobs, as they come up in your area 
We are in contact with producers and 
will know when and where they will 
need divers. 


Send a picture of yourself along with 
your remittance, stating whether you 
prefer salvage or movie work or both. 


Write to: 


KELPSUIT 


186 N. Hawthorne Bivd. 
Hawthorne, California 











NEW UNDERWATER 
EQUIPMENT! 


@ “POWER DIVER” UPD-3. Self- 
propelled for depths to 200 feet. 
About one hour continuous opera- 
tion. $350, rechargeable 6-volt bat- 
tery extra. 


METAL LOCATOR UML 20. Pin- 
points ferrous and non-magnetic 
metals in fresh and salt water. Easy- 
to-read “MEMETER”. $545, includ- 


ding batteries; immediate delivery. 


@ BLUDWORTH MARINE—GPL TEL- 
EVISION CAMERA, Diver holds 
camera, continuous picture to moni- 
tor screen on boat or land. Depths 
to 180 feet. Closed circuit TV. 
Approx. $4000. 


Brochures mailed on request 
All Prices F.O.B. New York 
Other Precision-Built Products 


RADIO DFs @© DEPTHOMETERS 
RADIOTELEPHONES 


Representatives in Principal Seaports 


BLUDWORTH 
MARINE 


Division of KEARFotr Company, Inc. 
92 Gold Street, New York 38, N. Y. 











The SENSATIONAL 


MANTA 


Model RC200U 

16MM 100 or 200 
foot capacity Un- 
derwater Motion 
Picture Camera 
designed _ specific- 
ally for under- 
water operation. 


Self-contained bat- 
tery powered elec- 
tric motor elimi- 
nates interruptions 
for re-winding. 


External controls 
and complete line 
of high grade ac- 
cessories including 
Elgeet F 1.5 wide 
angle lens, optical view finder, built- 
in exposure meter, footage counter. 


Write for price and delivery 


CENTURY ENGINEERS, INC. 





The “Manta” is another product of 
Century Engineers, Inc., designers 
and manufacturers of specialized 
Military and Professional motion 
picture equipment. 


2741 No. Naomi Street 
Burbank, California 
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MAN UNDER 
THE SEA 


Adventures of the Undersea Ex- 
plorers from Alexander the Great 
to Captain Cousteau. 





JAMES DUGAN 
Author of The Great Iron Ship 


Photography, television, rescue 
operations, crazy gadgets and de- 
vices, the cultured-pearl business, 
the first submarines, cave diving, 
movie-making under water, the 
archeology of the sea, the physi- 
ology of diving, ghost ships and 
lost treasures, Teddy Roosevelt’s 
diving chamber — if it happened 
beneath the sea’s surface, it is in 
this book . . . and it’s wonderful 
reading. 


With 32 pages of magnificent 
photographs. Index. $5.00. 

















Black Knight 
b 
a 
PRICE 


$49%> 





For maximum warmth a WET SUIT 
must fit skin-tight. Only Kelpsuit 
gives this service. Send for measure- 
ment chart and sample today 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 


KELPSUIT 
186 N. Hawthorne Blvd 
Hawthorne, California 


Phone OSborne 6-7342 
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Los Angeles County 
Dept. of Parks & Recreation ... . 


FIFTH UNDERWATER 
INSTRUCTOR GRADUATION 


By DOTTIE FRAZIER 


We are proud to announce that there 
are twenty more certified skin and Scuba 
instructors in the Los Angeles County 
Area. They were presented their dip- 
lomas at a graduation dinner recently, 
after completing a rigid 48 hour train- 
ing course. This was the fifth such pro- 
gram. Among this last graduating group 
were two women, which makes only 
three in all. So you see girls there is 
plenty of room in this field for the femi- 
nine sex. Just know how to swim well 
and be proficient in the use of your 
Scuba. 

A re-certification of those instructors 
who had gone through preceding courses 
was held on May 20th at the Santa Mon- 
ica City College pool in an all day ses- 
sion. Those qualifying bring the pres- 
ent total of active certified instructors to 
70. 


Most of these will be conducting 
classes for skin and Scuba all over the 
county. Those interested in lessons, look 
for the person wearing that white jacket 
bearing the certified instructors’ emblem 
and you can be sure you have the best 
teacher in this field. Information can 
be obtained by calling LUdlow 8-0239, 
Los Angeles, California. 


Following is an official list of certified 
instructors for 1956: 


Active: W. O. Tannehill, Paul J. Me- 
Comack, William P. Jeffs, Rex Guthrie, 
John J. Joseph, Ed Hay, Rory Page, 
Henry del Guidice, Edward T. White, 
R. S. Bartlett, Neal Hess, James Yocum 
Dawson, Bruce C. Graves, William Enda 
Jackson, George W. Little Jr., Bill Starr, 
Bob Lovett. Norman O. Wike. Bill Ed- 
wards, Major Ralph W. Benner, Roger 
Hess, Thomas S. Cooke, Jake Frazier. 
John A. Higgins, Don Lee, Omer E. 
Nielson, Richard R. Norton, Ralph 
Parker, William Victor Richards, Don- 
ald C. Tillman, Robert A. Retherford, 
Claire Overfelt, Walter Pollock, Earl C. 
Smith and Robert E. Prowell. 


Inactive But Certified: C. A. Sturgill, 
Chuck Blakeslee, William F. Hogan, 
Frank Des Enfants Jr., Earl Marvin 
Shugarman, Jim Norris, Jim Auxier, Al- 
fred DeMarco, Fred C. Loakes and Jean 
Van Dyke. 

Certified Manufacturers Representa - 
tives: Bob Peddycord, Arnold Polk, 


James Cassou and R. P. Geddes. >» 





When You Get To 


HONOLULU 


stop in at 


McWAYNE 
MARINE 


SUPPLY 
LTD. 


HAWAII'S LARGEST, MOST 
COMPLETE WATER SPORTS STOR 


Our expert, Tookie Evans, will be gla4 
to advise you on all equipment pur 
chased or rented. 


CHARTER BOAT FOR UNDERWATE . 
ADVENTURE TOURS 





MARINE SUPPLY, L1D. 


KIWALO BASIN Phene 6-4 4 


Since 1823 














Tremendous Saving! 


Ingersoll-Rand High-Pressure 


AIR COMPRESSORS 


© Will fill 37 C.F. tank in 7 minu 

© Rated 2000 P.S.1., 16 C.F.M. St 600 R.P.M, 
e U. S. Air Force rebuilt 

« 3-stage Compressor, Model 3321. 





This compressor will pay for itself many 
times over with savings on tank refills. 
Requires 7.5 H.P. electric motor or Wiscon- 


sin VE-4 gasoline engine. 99500 


List price $1160.00. 
Now, while they last, 
Ship. Wt. 400 Ibs. F.0.B. Chicago 


SPECIAL! — Brand New — War Surplus | 
Wisconsin engines sold only with com- 
pressor. Reg. $412 — Now Only $212. 














HARRIS SUPPLY CO. 
(Regular Ingersoll-Rand dealer) 
1710 So. Michigan Ave., Chicago 16, III. 
Phone WEbster 9-2 
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Sharks at 
Short Beach 


Reprint from “Spearfishing Sportlight’, 
Australia, April, 1956) 


By JOE WILKINSON 











—— 


Seven miles from Bremmer Bay, over 
iwis!ing, turning, dusty sand track, lies 
a quiet picturesque little bay. 

S! ort Beach is a bay, with a lovely 
beac i, and sparkling clear water, which 
is p otected by a reef stretching across 
the -.outh of the Bay. 

Tie first thing we saw, on arriving 
at tie water’s edge, was a small school 
of salmon sheltering behind the reef, 
and ‘he race was on, Brian Marsh, with 
his ong legs. being well in the lead, 
but nevertheless, just a little late, be- 
caus? the salmon decided that ‘siesta’ 
was over, and moved on. 
few minutes later, Brian ambled 
ashcre, and quietly informed us that he 
had just presented arms before a noah, 
who made a casual inspection, and 
moved on to greener fields. 

Ai the other end of the Bay. Don 
Ends had speared himself a 33 |b. 
groper, and pounced upon his catch 
like a hawk. Clutching his fish he 
paddled off to the top. groping his way 
through clouds of blood when he bump- 
ed into an inquisitive shark. Don being 
greedy managed to keep his groper 
and himself in one piece, simply by 
telling the visitor to go to Hades. which 
to his delight. the fish appeared to do: 
anyway, it disappeared! 


> 


While the spearmen were on the beach 
pulling the innards out of their catches, 
Joe saw another school of salmon in be- 
hind the reef; he sauntered over to his 
gear. casually picked it up, and streaked 
for the water, hotly pursued by Brian 
Cavanagh, mainly because, Joe had his 
gun. 

Hardly had Joe hit the water, when 
adark shape about ten foot long mater- 
ialized out of the murk, Joe paused only 
to yell “Shark!”, and attempted to press 
home an attack, but the shark wasn’t 
playing ball. Brian Cavanagh raised all 
possible steam and sped across to Joe, 
and Don Ende, with a wicked looking 
snarl on his features, grabbed somebody 
élse’s gun and also made for the front! 

When Don arrived on the scene, he 
was promptly voted “stoolie” number 
one. and told to go and shoot a fish 
which he attempted to do; however, he 
missed (accidentally), but the report of 
the gun brought a big black shark with 
a white tip on his nose, in to us, and 
he jooked as though he meant business! ! 
Joe and Brian tried everything they 


knew to maneuver within firing range, 
but no, the shark wouldn't be in it. 

Three times Don fired (hitting a large 
drummer, pulling it off, and going after 
another), and three times a shark came 
to investigate, but always keeping just 
out of range. 

We returned to the shore to continue 
cleaning the fish, and it wasn’t long be- 
fore the sharks were seen very close 
to the shore, in shallow water. 

Don and Joe went in again and this 
time they sighted and lost the sharks 
several times until one came in close 
to Joe as he moved in for a shot. Don 
glanced sideways. to find two more, 
swimming near him, watching the fun. 

Attracting his attention, Don signalled 
to Joe that there were two more sharks 
present. and deciding that one’s com- 
pany and three’s a crowd. they both 
went back to cleaning the fish. 

Looking through “Fish and Fisheries 
of Australia”. by T. C. Roughly, Joe 
has come to the conclusion that they 
were either white pointers, or black 
whalers. but feels that, owing to the 
size and quantity of them, they were 
most probably the black whalers. 

(Ed. note—According to this report 
our Aussie underwater cousins are chum- 
ming the sharks and desperately trying 
to get a clean shot at them. Quite a 
reverse from several years back.) > 





TT PEER RRR RMR E TELL 


For assembling or patching WET 
SUITS . Can be bonded in 15 
minutes either wet or dry. There is 
only one Black Magic. In test No 
69 it glued a suit together under- 
water 

Directions: Surfaces can be bonded 
wet or dry; Do not use any cleaning 
preparation. Let become tacky be- 
fore joining 


PRICE $1.06 


At your dealer or order from: 


KELPSUIT 


186 N. Hawthorne Blvd 
Hawthorne, Calif 
Phone OSborne 6-7342 





. .. with the all new underwater 


speargun that looks like 
a gun, feels like a 
gun and shoots 

like a gun... 









IT 


FLOATS 
EVEN WHEN 
LOADED! 


$37.50 


ORDERS FILLED 
PROMPTLY OR 
WRITE FOR LITERATURE 


. . with power and accuracy! 


© MORE ACCURATE 
Spear rides true in exclusive twin-tube barrel for sure, 
straight, wobble-free shots. 

© POWER TO SUIT INDIVIDUAL 
Double elastics are available in choice of.three weights 
— 70-80-90 Ibs. which combine for a total thrust of 
approximately: 140-160-180 Ibs. 

© RUGGED, LIFETIME CONSTRUCTION 

A precision-built weapon made of genuine Honduras 

Mahogany, stainless steel and anodized aluminum? 


A. 'T Sharpshooter 










A.T.comPANY 
86 Fountain Street © Pawtucket, R. |. 
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| Wanted 


General Manager for— 
progressive new diving 
manufacturing firm 


$8,000 seu 


Located in 
Santa Monica, California 





To qualify—you must be an 
accomplished diver and have 
a good background in busi- 
ness management. 











Write to 


MANAGEMENT OPPORTUNITY 
c/o The SKIN DIVER 
Box 128 
Lynwood, California 








WHY A.A.U.? 
(Continued from Page 11) 


evil. But, so long as economists (and the 
Russians who have discovered every- 
thing else around us. . .) have not de- 
veloped anything better, we have to 
live with money. and do the best of it. 
It costs plenty to develop an organiza- 
tion, believe me. 

If Underwater Spearfishing had 
chosen to organize itself outside of the 
AAU, it would have taken years and 
years to achieve the standing the sport 
has reached today—nationally and in- 
ternationally. Internationally we are al- 
ready speaking of having Underwater 
Spearfishing represented at the 1960 
Olympics. Nationally AAU is opening 
Spearfishing of Rough fish in fresh wa- 
ters in many states of the Union. And, 
in Florida where—in contrast to Cali- 
fornia—some Rod and Reel fishermen 
lacked vision and actively fought Spear- 
fishing. AAU probably saved the day 
for Spearfishing. To the non-spearfishing 
world AAU gave this sport the prestige. 
“respectability” and sense of responsi- 
bility by the very fact that it is an AAU 
sport. The chances are that this was 
the “straw” that saved the sport from 











. .. the book critics 
have called the best 
yet published on 


SKIN DIVING! 


are the reasons: 





SEA: full, up-to-date information on the 


sea and marine 


SPEARING FISH: al! phases are cov- 


ered; photographs show many of the 
techniques 
MYSTERY: plenty of tales of At 





lantis, mons 
squid, why ] 
bare-chested. 
AQUA-LUNG: the I co 
erage; detailed line drawings of regu- 
lators and valves; trouble-shooting. 
SAFETY: explanation of how diving 
accidents happen and how to prevent 
them. 


legends; giant 
1 divers work 





apanes¢ 


complete cov- 











WILFRED FUNK, INC. 





4th Large Printing — At all Book and Sporting Goods Stores 


153 E. 24th St., New York 


EQUIPMENT: description of historical 
and modern modern equipment 
listed with price and place of purchase. 


items; 


PHOTOGRAPHY: informative text and 
illustrations. 
CLUBS: the value of clubs; complete 
list, with state and local spearfishing 
regulations. 


BUILD IT YOURSELF: details of equip- 
ment you can build yourself. 
302 pages packed with 428 illustrations. 
“The best ‘how-to’ book on skin diving.” 
— Washington Star 
“If you have any undersea aspirations, 
this will tell you all.” 
— Dallas Times Herald 


$ 4° 
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restrictive or oppressive legislation jn 
Florida. 

Also this statement will be disputed, 
I am sure. No one can prove anyt':ing 
in politics. But it is my firm convic ion 
that—without the AAU, legal ree ric. 
tions on Spearfishing in Florida w vuld 
have been much, much worse—bot : a 
the state and local levels. Unfortuna ely, 
politics are predominant in Govern: ient 
matters—and prestige is require to 
deal with politics. There is no b tter 
medium to do just this than the A AU, 

I am firmly convinced, for inste 1¢e, 
that the Palm Beach inlet would | ave 
been saved for the Spearfishing fra: orn. 
ity if Spearfishing would have bec »me 
an AAU sport a couple of years ea) ier. 
Although the West Palm Beach S; ear. 
fishing Club had banned night S; ear. 
fishing for snook and other simila: ex. 
cesses—prior to AAU—the Club la: ked 
the National prestige to convince the 
local authorities that skin diving and 
Spearfishing are assets to the | alm 
Beach community. 

Some readers may ask why this vig. 
orous defense of AAU. Actually, » AU 
does not need Spearfishing—it is Sj ear. 
fishing that needs the AAU. But, I t ink 
that some statements of this sort are 
called for at this time—for a very ; ood 
reason. Through lack of knowledge and 
lack of vision a small but very \ cal 
Anti-AAU minority developed among 
Spearfishermen. This handful of ‘nen 
is actually fighting the AAU and dr: am. 
ing about pulling Spearfishing ou: of 
the AAU. And, just because they are vo- 
cal, these men do a lot of harm to the 
common cause—cleansing the spor’ of 
commercialism and making it a trul 
amateur sport. 

There is a basic conflict between these 
men on one side and the AAU Spear. 
fishermen on the other side, also the 
local and State AAU organizations. It 
would be silly not to recognize the sit- 
uation. 

In the early days errors were «om: 
mitted on both sides—something inevit- 
able when growth is so spectacular 

The AAU did not know the special 
problems of this new sport. And, the 
Spearfishermen did not know the rule 
and principles of AAU, and what AAU 
could do to help them, if its resources 
were properly harnessed. In most cases 
Spearfishermen did not bother to find 
out. 


Bad blood was created because some 













































Spearfishermen were declared pro’s 1s 4 
result of lack of spearfishing know-10w 
and too narrow an interpretation off 
rules. Or, good amateur athletes, just 
having joined the AAU made _ honest 
mistakes because no one can learn «om 
plex rules overnight. On the other hind 
some professionals tried to cover uf 
their professional acts and sneak ntq 
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amateur ranks. Friction developed—and 
was capitalized upon by the small vocal 
minority just mentioned. 


Unfortunately, this group consists to 
a larze degree of excellent spearfisher- 
men. In Florida, where the fight is most 
acute. these men are largely “silent” 
prof ssionals. 

F| .rida has a special problem. Florida 
is undoubtedly the best spot for spear- 
fishi: g (and fishing) in the States. In 
Florida it is no trick for a good Spear- 
fishe men to shoot from 50 to a hundred 
pour ds of fish in a day. So, it is a great 
temj ‘ation to sell the catch. Also, it is 
an «isy way to help finance a trip to 
the .eys or the purchase of equipment. 
Yet. there can be no retreat from the 
poin. that—whoever sells fish he spears 
--h: is professional, AAU or no AAU. 


] 1ave no quarrel with professionals. 
Neit er has the AAU. Several profession- 
als re my good friends. In any sport 
pro! -ssionals perform a very useful func- 
tion Also, most professionals are ex- 
celle it and honorable athletes. This is 
true of all sports—Tennis. Golf, Basket- 
ball and so on. 


Ii deed it is very likely that the best 
spearfishermen are to be found in the 
professional ranks. Being pro’s many of 
then can devote all their time and ener- 
gies to spearfishing. And, frankly. it 
woud not be fair to the amateurs who 
have only weekends and vacation time 
to give to their favorite sport, to put 
then: competitively in the same class 
with professionals. 


The main problem facing the Spear- 
fishing Fraternity and the AAU at this 
early stage of their “marriage” is to 
find the dividing line between profession- 
als and amateurs—within the framework 
of AAU rules. The second problem is 
to develop a set of competition rules 
flexible enough to be used nationally— 
from the cold waters of Rhode Island 
and Northern California to the “toasted” 
waters of the Gulfstream. Here again an 
honest mistake was made. It was at- 
tempted to set on a national basis the 
detuils of competitive rules which is im- 
practical in Spearfishing—if not impos- 
sible. Only principles can be set na- 
tionally. Details must be worked out 
regionally—within the framework of 
these national principles, of course. 
First, climate and water are not the same 
in the Great Lakes, Pensacola. Rhode 
Island. Catalina Island and the Keys. 
The same applies to fish sizes, species, 
anc the like. 


consider that, at this stage of the 

gare. the National Chairman’s main job 

is ‘o assist Spearfishermen in the solu- 

tion of these two problems. If I succeed 

in his, the time I am taking away from 
(Continued on Page 44) 


and under the arms. 
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and snap harness back on. 
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George Swindell, President, Conn. 
Undersea Diving Association 
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THE ULTIMATE IN CONVENIENCE, 
SAFETY & COMFORT FOR SCUBA 


Completely comfortable, both in and out of the water. 
No more shifting when you roll on your side or go over 
a gunwhale; no more regulator-inflicted bumps on your 
head; no more restraint or chafing across the pectorals 


Fits all 70 cu. ft. tanks. Specify brand when ordering, 
to get guide rings for reserve rod where necessary. 
Furnished with easy-to-install strap-end fittings, 
adjusted by you for a permanent fit. No loose strap 
ends to tangle or foul spear line or kelp. Always the 
same perfect fit, with no time wasted on adjustments. 
Do not compare with simple jettisoning rigs, the harness 
parts of which are still difficult to get into and out of. 
If this harness becomes fouled in lines or kelp, don’t 
drop it to the bottom, merely hold one shoulder strap, 
release, and then, still using the hoses, clear the tangle, 


$9200 


Designed for real ease in putting on and taking off. Put it 
on, fully adjusted, in not over 15 seconds; take it off in less 
than ONE second. Air Force approved quick-release latch 
is fully in sight, ready at hand, but can not be released 
A two step sequence, turn and then press, 
must be performed in that order to actuate the release. 


Tank may be removed from the harness in 15 seconds, and 
reinstalled in a minute, as easy as lacing a boot. No sharp 
metal hangers or clamps to cut your suit and skin, or to 
become bent during transportation and handling of heavy 
tank. Heavy duck cover protects tank against nicking, stops 
noise around rocks and not least, stops early morning chills 
from that cold bottle on your back. 


to be 


accidentally. 


Add 45c¢ East and 70c West of the Mississippi for postage. 


Horner Manufacturing Co. 


323 ROGER DRIVE, STRATFORD, CONNECTICUT 
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THE 
SAMPSON 


PROFESSIONAL 
UNDERWATER 
CAMERA BOXES 
Designed for the Bell & | 
Howell 16 & 35 MM 
100’ rofl cameras. 
Elgeet 1.5 wide angle 
lenses available. 








BELL &G HOWELL cameras available with UW cases 


SAMPSON MACHINE Works 


Write for prices and information 























TAKE ACTION 
PICTURES 


with the SAMPSON 
Gun and Safety 
Powerhead mount- 
ed on camera box, 
with built-in light- 
meter. 


1604 Newport Blvd. 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 








Hartford, Conn.... 


CONNECTICUT UNDERWATER 
SEA DEVILS 
By Joseph G. Stalk, Jr. 


In the middle of June, our club, The 
Connecticut Underwater Sea Devils, held 
their initiation tests for all members. 
The requirements although not as stiff as 
some clubs were designed to test the 
diver’s ability to handle himself in emer- 
gencies. One part of the test included 
jettisoning all equipment at a 25 foot 
depth within a certain time element, sur- 
facing, then swimming 150 feet to a boat 
for safety. Be sure to exhale freely dur- 
ing the ascent. 

If anyone in the greater Hartford, 
Connecticut area who is an experienced 
diver desires to belong to our club, please 
contact Joe Stalk, 87 Gilbert Road, New- 
ington, Connecticut. >» 


























VALLEY SKIN DIVER 


Serving the San Fernando Valley 


SpecialS 


New 


Waterproof Watches $30.00 
New 
DX Aqua-Lung regulators ...$39.95 


Equipment used by Hollywood Film Studios. 
Used 


Two 40 cu. ft. tanks 
(double block and valve) $50.00 
Rentals — CERTIFIED AIR —Repairs on all 
equipment — Many specials on masks, fins 
and snorkels. 
VALLEY SKIN DIVER 


15206 Ventura Bivd. 
Sherman Oaks, California 


Phone: STate 0-0763 
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me 6SKIN DIVING GEAR! 
CATALOG 15¢ — NO C.O.D. 













Special — Nylon 

Quick Release Belt. . $2.95 ea. 
ere $1.50 ea. 
Mercury Outboard Motors 
Boats - Skis - Tackle 


The Boat House 
2453 Glendale Boulevard 
Los Angeles 39, Calif. 

| NOrmandy 1-2845 




























ALL NYLON HARNESS 


Thousands already sold on the famous 
Supreme Twin Unit. Now we offer you at 
a popular price a harness to fit your Aqua- 
Lung, Divair or any single or double tank 
unit with 70 c.f. cylinders. Complete with 
2” webbing, galvanized tank bands, crotch 
strap, and stainless steel safety release 
buckle. 100% Dupont Nylon guaranteed 
not to rot or mildew after thousands of 
wettings. Sold on a money back guarantee 
even after you have used the harness. 


FOR SINGLE OR DOUBLE TANKS 
Postpaid — $10.00 


SUPREME DIVERS INC. 
83 Main St. Buffalo 3, N. Y. 























SUIT KITS 


A complete line of both wet and dry 
types made from the highest quality 
materials. 

2-ply gum rubber, dry type; new ma- 
terial contains 8% neoprene. Long 
suit, hood, boot and molded cuffs, 
$29.95. 

Foam neoprene wet type, seven heavy 
duty zippers are installed, long suit 
2-piece with hood, $39.95. 

Choice of black, red, green or gold. 


WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE AND 
MATERIAL SAMPLES. 


Box 1191 Lompoc, California 


*Dealer inquiries invited. 


LOMPOC SPORT DIVERS 


























OWNERS OF ARGUS C-3 


Here’s the underwater 
camera case you've 
been waiting for. 
With the MARK Il 
you can take ex- 
citing under- 
water photos. 






Presenting The 


SEAHAWK-MARK II 


underwater case for Argus C-3 


The MARK II is a precision-made cast aluminum 
housing. Has controls for film wind and lock, 
shutter release and cock. Port for flash. Guaran- 
teed to 150 feet. $59.95. Write for free brochure. 


SEAHAWK PRODUCTS 
Box 1157, Dept. 2, Coral Gables, Fla. 
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WHY A.A.U.? 


(Continued from Page 43) 
my business and my favorite sport is 
well worthwhile. 

I am trying to tackle these problems 
on a non-partisan national basis. | am 
turning over their study to a special 
National Committee representing the 
five main Spearfishing regions of the 
U.S. Each region will be represented by 
two men. If there are two factions in 
the region—like in Florida—both should 
be represented. I refer to the two groups 
of spearfishermen not yet amalgamated 
—the objectors and the AAU Spearfish- 
ermen. If they have differences, let them 
fight these out at the Committee level 
to the benefit of the sport. This is a 
truly democratic procedure—and_ the 
best way to develop broad acceptance. 





It would be much easier to resolve 
these problems by edict—at the National 
Chairman’s level. But, such a solution 
would not be a solution at all, because 
it would not find broad acceptance. Only 
where there is a spirit of participation 
from the bottom up can we expect the 
give and take mental attitude required to 
accept the inevitable compromises that 
will have to be worked out. 

The recommendations of this Com- 
mittee will have to be voted upon at the 
Annual AAU Conference to be held in 
Los Angeles October 30th to November 
2nd. Since this year the meeting is held 
earlier than usual time is of the essence. 

A footnote is called for at this time. 
The AAU has jurisdiction only over 
Underwater Spearfishing. Other related 
forms of diving—like Scuba diving, Un- 
derwater Target Shooting and the like 
are not AAU sports. They may become 
some day—but Rome was not built in 
one day, and it is better to make haste 
slowly. Also, the desire to become a part 
of AAU should be a voluntary one, com- 
ing from within. 

This being said, let’s hope that the 
Spearfishing fraternity will be broadly 
represented in Los Angeles so that the 
new rules and regulations which will 
govern Spearfishing for years to come 
will be accepted in a truly democratic 
fashion. 

In the meantime, every Spearfisher- 
man interested in the dual problem of 
national rules and amateurism is in- 
vited to make his opinion known in a 
letter either to his State Underwater 
Spearfishing Chairman. AAU, or to his 
regional Council of Skin diving Clubs. 
I would further suggest that copies of 
such letters be also sent to Skin Diver 
Magazine who may want to publish some 
of the conflicting viewpoints. 

In the meantime, let’s close our ranks 
and all work for “bigger and_ better 
spearfishing”—for a truly Amateur Ath- 
letic Sport. >» 











— 


Lepel-Water Scooters 


For Skin Divers 


Ideal transportation for swimmer and s!.in 
diver. Safe — automatic controls — turns 
in acircle at slow speed when unattended, 
Lightweight — 92 pounds overall, yet is 
staunch enough for a 300 pounder. Len« th 


77 inches with a 41 inch beam. Fits 
into trunk of most cars, tucks away 

in a plane trailer or boat. Maxi- a 
mum speed on smaller model = 
8 miles per hour. Fiberglas 
construction — one and 
one-half H.P. JLO mo- 
tor operates six 
hours on_- one 

quart of gaso- 

line. May be 

driven by 

children. 





$325 


Order Now — for the Summer Season 
8 nm/ph — 1.6 H.P. scooter....$325.0 
18 nm/ph — 6 H.P. scooter......$445.0 


**Sheldon - Raymond” 
EXPORT - IMPORT 


770 St. Louis Ave., A-8, Long Beach, Caiif. 
HEmlock 9-1459 — Phones — HEmlock 8-3288 














Underwater Equipment 
Hunters 





find that we have the most complete 
line of diving gear on the Pacific Coast 


Highway. 


CASH or FINANCING 
— Compressed Air — 
Stop Here for All of Your Need 


Aqua Divers 


1901 Pacific Coast Highway 
(By the Palos Verdes Hills) 
Lomita, Calif. 
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FREE! 


U.S. DIVERS 
1956 CATALOG 


32 COLORFUL 
PAGES loaded 
with the latest 
information on 
1956 AQUA- 
LUNGS and 
the most advanced skin diving 
equ >ment,. 





New Products 
New Designs 


New Prices 


U. .. Divers complete line of Skin 
Div.1g Equipment AVAILABLE AT 
LEADING SPORTING GOODS 
STCRES EVERYWHERE. 


Catalogs mailed FREE on request 


U.S. DIVERS CORP. 


iP 201 W. Pico Bivd., Los Anqeles 64, Calif. 
Manufacturers of the tamous Aqua-Lung 








AUTHENTIC 


TREASURE MAP 
AND GUIDE TO OVER 
200 Sunken Ships In 
Southern California waters 


Includes Book References and Sources 


of Information 


Informative and Decorative 
Printed in 4 colors on 17x22 Parchment 


For Your Copy, Send $1.00 to 
TREASURE MAP, DEPT. A 
1001 W. Olive St., Burbank, California 








NOW AT NO INCREASE IN PRICE 
the SEA-NYMPH MFG. CO. 


is bringing to you 
a great new material — 


THERMOLITE 


This material, which is especially com- 
sounded for us, has the softness of 
iatural foam rubber and the durability 
nd toughness of neoprene. We guar- 
ntee this material to be as warm and 
omfortable as any suit on the market 
t any price. 

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION WRITE 


SEA-NYMPH MFG. CO. 
10771 Leffingwell Rd., Norwalk, Calif. 
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Long Beach, Calif.... 
Y HYDROPHILES 
By George Muno 


We have gone on numerous skin diving 
trips since you last heard from us, some 
of these trips have been with the skin 
diving class and some have been on our 
own. 

Social activities were also on the 
agenda, we put on the graduation pro- 
gram for the last skin diving class; mem- 
bers of the class demonstrated for the 
visitors what they had learned in the 
class. Pete Vogel put on a comedy act 
depicting the “alumni of the previous 
classes”. Bill Hogan and Jack Mac Neil 
demonstrated the aqua phone and Bill 
gave two of them away as prizes to the 
two men who swam the furthest under- 
water. 

Recently we took a trip to Catalina on 
the “Say When”, it was a nice boat and 
it got us there on the double. There was 
a $5 prize to the man who got the biggest 
Ab without the aid of a lung. Harry Vet- 
ter and Dick Hinton tied for the prize. ~» 


San Francisco, California... 
GOLDEN GATE AQUA KNIGHTS 
By Robin Kinkead 
Our little group of hardy sous marine 
explorers is varying and specializing its 
activities now that warmer weather en- 
courages excursions to new spots. We 
have areas to hit when the object is 
solely abalones, where the crop of dinner 
plate-size abs is thick but visibility low. 
There is another area with terrific visi- 
bility for exploration where a coral reef 
grows—rather unusual at 38 degrees lati- 
tude and 50 degree water. Our president, 
tonnie May, has instituted a program 
where the lads with tanks lend them to 
the boys that haven’t got theirs yet for 
checking out. Includes trading mouth- 
pieces underwater, clearing face plates, 
putting the gear off and on and the other 
techniques for safety and freedom from 
panic. We plan an excursion to the Faral- 
lone Islands, 30 miles off the Golden 
Gate, to lung dive in unexplored territory 
amid herds of sea lions. We have en- 
countered some of the rare sea otter, 
by the way, in Carmel waters. Cute little 
devils who are smart enough to pry off 
abs with their paws. > 


Seattle, Washington... 
PUGET SOUND MUDSHARKS 
By Jack Meyers 


The number one event for the month 
of July is the annual Pacific Northwest 
Spearfishing Championships. This year 
the contest will be sponsored by the 
Beachcombers. The Mudshark fold are 
laying down their artificial lungs and are 
pounding their own lungs into shape for 
the forthcoming contest. Gary Keffler, 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Mudsharks in 
trying to complete one of the many re- 
quirements for the Royal Order of the 
Mudsharks reached a depth of 70 ft. 
skin diving. Numerous other Mudsharks 
dove to 40 ft. trying for the same royal 
order. 

Our latest trips have been very profit- 
able. Keffler, notorious fish killer from 
way back borrowed his bosses boat to 
play host to Ted Rothlesberger, Bud Ab- 
beyc, Sam Meln, Gary Crimes and Jack 
Meyers. The divers invaded some new 
waters to come up with some very large 
fish. Ling cod were taken in fifteen min- 
utes weighing 10 to 36 pounds. Sam Meln 
speared a 5 ft. wolf eel and John Tulman 
bagged a couple of large fish on a previ- 
ous trip. >» 








SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 


Aqua-Lung, Divair, Scott & Northill 
Bel-Aqua, Carib, Seal, Pirelli and 
Wet Suits 
Certified Air Refills 
All Types Fins, Masks and Guns 
Complete Line of Accessories 


te 


Puget Sound Divers Co. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 
SEATTLE 9, WASHINGTON 











CONNECTICUT SKIN DIVERS 


28-Foot Diving Cruiser for Charter 
EXCALIBUR 


¢ Ship to Shore 





Phone 

* Depth 
Recorder 

* Direction —s &=S$ a): 
Finder : ot 


* Coast Guard Rous ee 


Licensed Tan ee 


Equipment Sales and Rentals — 
Compressed Air Available 


Call or Write 


William H. Jacobs 


1776 Park Street JA. 3-0562 
Hartford, Conn. 


SKIN DIVERS - 


here’s the 


Portable 
Compressor 
YOU'VE 
BEEN 
WAITING 
FOR! 













The new, high quality—"B 29° supplies pres- 
sure of 2,200 Ibs. per square inch ... filtered 
air, mountain fresh. 1.2 ft. per minute con- 


tinuous operation. 110-120 volts, 50-60 cycles. 
Now you can enjoy the most thrilling and 
exciting sport in the world at minimum cost. 
Complete, ready to use. 
The lowest priced GOOD com- $ 17 5 
pressor. Fully guaranteed, only.. 
(f.0.b., Cleveland, Ohio) 
Write for complete information 
DIVERS’ MFG. CO. 
No. 710, 11720 Edgewater Drive 

Lakewood 7, Ohio 
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8 Ib. weight belt and dry Rubber suit 
kit with any Lung purchased 





WET SUIT KIT 
FULL SUIT, HOOD, 
BOOTS & GLOVES 
COMPLETE $19.95 











FREE GIFTS 


AQUA-LUNG - DIVAIR - VOIT 
SCOTT HYDRO-PAK - DACOR - NORTHILL 


is 4 t E Send for New Free 
Catalog. The Largest selection of 


Skin Diving Equipment in the Metro- 
politan area. 


FREE 








BUY BY MAIL & SAVE 
1956 Jumbo 


Gifts of Your Choice 
With Every Purchase. 








FREE SCUBA LESSONS 


“CENTRAL @ZSSKINDIVERS 


*figmey® 






160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica 32,Long Island, N. Y. 





New Giant 
Compressor — Tanks 
Filled While You Wait. 














80 ft. yacht MAKO converted PT boat 


DIVERS’ 
Bench 


Darkroom 


Week-End — Week — Month Trips to Bahamas — Florida Keys 
Compressor — State Rooms — Seasled —- Contact JORDAN KLEIN 


Underwater Snort, Juc. 


2219 Biscayne Blvd. FR. 3-6474 


=) 


BRAND NEW 1955 MODEL DX 





Miami, Fla. 


AQUA-LUNG 
Regulators 


Limited Supply 


150 watt 


Radio 


Fathometer 


Closing out last year’s line of new DX-Aqua-Lung Regulators to make room for ‘56 models 


$ 95 


F.O.B. Los Angeles 
F.O.B. ORDERS FILLED AS PLACED — ORDER NOW!! 


MONEY ORDERS OR CASHIERS CHECKS ONLY, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE 


MEL’s AQUA SHOP 


also... Summer Sale on neoprene “wet” 


suit Kits..............Price $24.95 
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RIVIERA VILLAGE 


1911 So. Catalina Ave., Redondo Beach, Calif. Phone: FR. 5-6714 
Time Payments For Divers in L. A. Area—10% Down 





San Diego, Calif. ... 
DORSALS 
By Roger Ralston 

Water Temp: 68-69 — Water condit on: 
Dirty at times but generally good — Air 
Temp: 75. 

The Dorsals Skin Diving Club of La 
Jolla and the carrier USS Shangri-La has 
been very busy during May and June Ip 
La Jolla the catches have been goo. at 
Windansea Beach and off the kelp | eds 
with many halibut and bass being ta ‘en 
Lea Lacy has brought in quite a_ ey, 
also made a lovely shot on a halibut, ‘ith 
Eric Wilmurt and Roger Ralston brin ing 
in a couple. The USS Shangri-La has 
just returned to San Diego from an ex- 
tended tour of the far east. 

Our club is anxious to have new n 2m- 
bers, you'll enjoy skin diving more if vou 
belong to a club. Don’t hesitate if voy 
are a beginner, call HU. 8-4126 and ask 
for Roger Ralston. 

A joint dive between the La Jolla ind 
Shangri-La Dorsals is coming up soo. as 
well as a trip to Ensenada. Congra’ ila- 
tions to the Addicts of San Diego for vin- 
ning the Southwest Pacific Border Sy -ar- 
fishing Championship in La Jolla. = 
San Marcos, Texas... 

CREATURES 
By Herbert F. Ja: obs 

This is to be the last club repor of 
the Creatures Skin Diving Club of San 
Marcos, Texas. The Creatures are no 
more. The members, who were all Air 
Force personnel, have flown with the our 
winds. Just as the Creature of cin ma 
fame returned to walk among us, so s all 
the Creatures of San Marcos. 

If our plans jell, Creature Clubs wil be 
formed in Oregon, California, Nebraska 
and Florida. An honorary member, \vi- 
tal Ron, who is an Israeli Air Force 1:as- 
ter sergeant, plans to establish a bra ich 
club in Israel. 

The Creatures shall rise again. LU atil 
then, fellow shark bait, we bid vou 
adieu. > 
Dundee, Scotland... 

DUNDEE 

UNDERWATER EXPLORERS CLU8 

By Roger Bruce 

Water Temp. 48-50 F Water Condi- 
tion Fairly Clear — Air Temp. 50-60F 

Now that Walter Deas, secretary «nd 
Bill Hall have obtained lungs, things are 
looking up. We have discovered an ex- 
cellent quarry which we can train in and 
the local angling club has asked us to 
clear out the cannibal trout, which 
rumour has, are enormous. The usual 
amount of diving has been done but noth- 
ing really spectacular has occurred. Ex- 
pect some good news in the next report, 
after our summers’ diving has taken 
place. >=» 

Port Elizabeth, South Africa... 
DOLPHIN UNDERWATER CLUB 
By Ken Creilin 

Water Temp. 55°F-60° F — Water Con- 
dition: Very Clear—Air Temp. 45°F-65°F. 

Best fish lately has been a 57 lb. (ob 
by myself and a 42 lb. Stingray by Murk 
te Brugge. This month there is a kven 
mid-winter competition, Tony Dicks ‘1a8 
led his team well: himself shooting 46 
lbs. of the teams leading total of 70 ‘bs. 
Two salvage jobs were recently un er- 
taken successfully. One was a steel yacht 
located and brought to surface from 4¢ ft. 
in 6” visibility water. 

Our Club has been offered Club House 
facilities and moorings for our boat by 
the SA Naval Reserve Base. We int nd 
rigging this Club house up real um er- 


water style — with of course a well | ro- 


visioned Bar. >=» 
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THE 


new AQUA-VEST 


he 

comfortable 
air-tank 

sup! rt! 

Distr butes 
tank weight 
even y, elim- 
inate. cut- 
ting traps! 














Cc 





Lacing on sides al- 
lows AQUA - VEST 
to fit your chest 
size. Adjustable to 
your tank, too, by 
means of lacing 
t across back. 
\FETY break-away zipper allows 
AQUA-VEST to fall away 
t nerely pulling zipper up % inch! 
Fabric is durable 20 oz. bright 
yellow duck, easily seen under 
water. 
E TRA SAFETY FEATURE  (op- 
ti nal) is LIFE-GARD Preserver, in- 
fi able double construction bladder 
In lated by simply squeezing top which 
di charges a CO2 cartridge. Can be 
u: -d over & over again by replacing 
C\-2 cartridge! 


SEND $9.95 for each AQUA-VEST 
SEND $5.00 for each Preserver 
We pay postage 
WHITE LAKE DEVELOPMENT CO. 
1101 Breton Road, Grand Rapids, Michigan 











DO YOU HAVE AN AIR PROBLEM! 


Own a high pressure compressor. Fill cylin- 
ders to 2200 Ib. or more in 4 minutes. Re- 
liable equipment sold at lowest price by a 
Diver to others interested in this fascinating 
sport. Instructions furnished for setting up 
a safe, fast, refill plant. Write for details. 


THOMAS J. DOOLIN 


Box 181 Key West, Florida 








CERTIFIED COMPRESSED AIR 


CATALINA ISLAND 


Davey Jones Diving Barge 
Avalon Bay at Lover’s Cove 
Operated by ex-Navy diver 
HAROLD WARNER 
70 cu. ft. — 10 fills $10.00 











si odo 


RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER designed 
to aid divers stricken with the ‘’bends.”’ 
Ideal for testing diving equipment. 
This chamber is 36’’ in diameter, 95” 
long. Maximum working pressure of 
290 psi. Weighs approx. 2000 Ibs. For 
information write to Scientific Under- 
water Research Enterprises, 1740 
Westridge Road, L. A. 49, Calif. Phone 
CRanite 2-3253. 
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Hamilton, Ont., Canada... 
HAMILTON SUB-MARINERS 
By Leo A. Barbador 


The fastest growing club in Canada or- 
ganized in January 1956, we have over 
50 members, the majority are equipped 
with Scuba. 

The club was organized under the cap- 
able direction of Lin Comeau and Bob 
Peters for the promotion of safety in un- 
derwater diving. With emphasis on safety 
in diving we are definitly against the use 
of war surplus equipment. 

During the winter months the club 
dives in the Municipal Pool every Sunday 
morning at 8:30. Here all members are 
put throught tests before they are eligible 
for permanent club membership. Monthly 
meetings are held and movies of Scuba 
diving and related subjects are shown. 

In the summer we have weekly outings 
covering the Great Lakes and the north- 
ern lakes. We would like to exchange 
correspondence with other Canadian 
clubs. Our mailing address is: The 
Hamilton Sub-Mariners, c/o Leo A. Bar- 
bador, 74 Case St., Hamilton, Ontario. =» 


Encinitas, California... 
DEPTH DEVILS 
By T. H. Cullum 

One year ago our club was founded. 
Every new member we have added al- 
ways makes the remark, “Why haven't 
you entered club reports in the Skin 
Diver so that we lone wolf divers would 
know that there is a club in the area. So 
here we are (the junior division 13 yrs to 
18 yrs —the senior division, 19 up) any 
diver lonely for a berth in a club look us 
up. If you are planning on vacationing in 
this area we will be glad to give you tips 
on the good areas or to provide a diving 
buddy if needed. We have good reef for- 
mations but unfortunately our stretch of 
the coast isn’t as well protected as it 
could be and we get quite a bit of murky 
water along with the perfect diving 
water. We try to run three or four trips 
to the crystal gardens of Catalina Island 
each year. 

We have our own air station; our most 
successful operation has been equipping 
48 of our divers with full foam neoprene 
suits at a cost of $18.00 per person. =» 


Phoenix, Arizona... 
DESERT DOLPHINS 
By Toni Popovits 

With meetings, outings, mid-week prac- 
tice sessions and our new affiliation with 
Civil Defense, our club has a busy sched- 
ule. 

Our past few outings at Saguaro Lake 
found the visibility exceptionally good 
and the warm water down to 25 feet. 

Aside from club activities, we are now 
organized as a Water Rescue Unit con- 
nected with Civil Defense and are avail- 
able as emergency rescue teams in the 
event of drowning, flash floods, etc., and 
salvage teams to recover property. This 
helps both the people of the community 
and ourselves since we can be of service 
and at the same time pursue diving ac- 
tivities. 

Under CD our club received equipment 
that we wouldn’t ordinarily have for use 
in diving and emergencies. Our special 
emblem has been approved by CD and 
will be recognized by them nationwide. 
We will gladly furnish information on 
what we have already accomplished to 


any club wishing to become affiliated 
with CD in their community 
Address correspondence to: DESERT 


DOLPHINS (Civil Defense) 3326 W. Pier- 
son St., Phoenix, Arizona. >» 











AQUA-CAM 
Mark | — Underwater Camera 


(PATENTED) 
“Say It 


with 





Pictures” 
A complete camera made of Cast Alumi- 


num with grey wrinkle finish. 
© Provides 2'/4'x3 1/4" neg. with #620 Film. 
* Simplicity of operation — only 2 controls 


— just aim and shoot. 
Features air valve for pressurizing. 


$32.50 P.P. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


E. E. PETERSEN 
7055 Eastondale, Long Beach 5, Calif. 








LEARN COMMERCIAL DIVING 
fer pleasure or profit. Lun hallow Water— 
Deep sea. The only Deep Sea Diving Training 
School now available for civilians in . 
Learn a specialized field of training. 13 weeks 
course. Adventure, pleasure, exceptienal earn- 
ings. Write for infermation: 

AL MIKALOW, Director 

COASTAL SCHOOL OF DIVING 

8111 McArthur Bivd. Oakland, Calif. 











IN 


SACRAMENTO 
IT’S 
The Aqua Shop 
1317 - 20th Street Sacramento, Calif. 
AIR — ALL DIVING GEAR — RENTALS 








Charter Boat 


WATERWAGON 
Fast 34 foot 
$75 : 


Phone toll free NE 62067 or HE 55343 
Long Beach, California 


Limit 12 











VIRGIN SKIN DIVING WATERS 


Week-end seaplane trips. Reasonable 
For information or reservations write: 


Expeditions del Sur 
Laguna Beach, California 








For Skin & Scuba Diving 
SPORTLAND 


406 South Lake Pasadena, California 
Certified Air 


Open Mon. & Fri. Till 9:30 SY. 6-6505 








If its Skin Diving Equipment 
DIVE WITH THE BEST 


D@QN°S AQUA SHOP 


16635 East 14th St. Check Station 
San Leandro, Calif. Elgin 1-2272 
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$ CORNELIUS COMPRESSOR 

To 3000 PSI — $39.95-$60.00 

4 apeueniinteteiememes 

Ingersoll-Rand Air Compressors 

% Furnished Free To Dealers 
Wholesale Distributors 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 








AQUA PRODUCTS 


2005 MONROE STREET 
TOLEDO, OHIO 














SOLVE YOUR AIR PROBLEMS 


For i t we have Ingersoll- 
Rand, 3 . poo it Charge your 
“Seventy” in 3.86 minutes to 2250 psi. 
These are no toys. Get a lifetime machine. 
Have your installation g ed, ¢ 

plans furnished. We have an extensive stock 
of hard to get high pressure valves, fittings, 
tubing, etc. Write for details. 

PRATER PNEUMATICS CO. 
P. O. Box 9014 








Birmingham 9, Ala. 








SURPLUS AIRCRAFT COMPRESSORS 


3-Stage Correlius $48.50 
General Electric $24.95 
Conversion kit for Cornelius complete with 
mounting bracket $18.50 
One-man life rafts $19.50 


Prices F.O.B. Kendall, Florida 


KENDALL SURPLUS SALES 
P.O. Box 151, Kendall, Florida 











SUIT YOURSELF 


RUBBER SUIT KITS 


SUIT YOURSELF AND SAVE $ $ 
HEAVY DUTY RUBBER 
DRY TYPE—HOOD—MOLDED BOOTS 


pan $2495 TWO-PIECE 


Write for free brochure 


SUIT YOURSELF 
BOX 3423, DEPT. 5 
LONG BEACH 3, CALIF. 
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St. Petersburg, Florida... 
CORAL CAVE MEN OF 
TREASURE ISLAND 
By Preston Brock 

Water temp. high eighties — Water 
condition, clear — Air temp., low nineties. 

During June we have had a number of 
outings into the wonderful Gulf of Mex- 
ico. We are planning a number of trips 
to Tampa Bay and the Sunshine Skyway 
right near here. We also held our annual 
meeting during June at which time we 
elected new officers. We also have a new 
member who is vacationing in Canada at 
the moment, he is Don Whitehead. A 
report on his trip to Canadian waters will 
come later. 

Right now we are all excited about the 
two spearfishing contests that will be 
staged here in the near future. The first, 
on June 24 will be one for local clubs at 
the Sunshine Skyway. The second a part 
of the Florida Funtime Festival, an an- 
nual festival held here in St. Petersburg 
every year during early July even has a 
team from the Panama Canal zone com- 
ing here. If you want any information 
about this area please write to: John 
Stephan, 9901 Gulf Blvd., St. Petersburg 
6, Florida. ~» 


Lexington, Kentucky... 
MERMEN OF KENTUCKY 
By Estill Lyons 

For over two years one of our members 
has searched for something to overcome 
the handicap and dangers of diving with 
a permanent perforated ear drum. He 
was advised by his doctor to give up div- 
ing, but this was very hard to do. 

He tried lamb’s-wool saturated with 
vaseline, all kinds of ear plugs, ear muffs, 
finally, combining all of the above he was 
able to do some limited diving, but by no 
means was it satisfactory. Correspond- 
ence was sent out to the Navy Depart- 
ment, Master Diver’s, and other sources 
without any solution. 

Mrs. Helen Ainslie, while visiting in 
Chicago, purchased a Bel-Aqua diving 
hood for $3.95 and brought it back to him. 
The unfortunate member tried it out. Not 
one drop of water entered his ears. It 
was so successful that he immediately or- 
dered several more for himself. 

He was so grateful that we believe 
other diver’s who have sinus trouble, ear 
trouble, or who must wear glasses under 
their mask, will be able to enjoy diving 
again, by using this hood. It is by far the 
best solution we know of, and if anyone 
can furnish a better remedy, we would 
forever be grateful if they would do so. »» 


Rochester, New York... 
ROCHESTER SKIN DIVERS 
By Roy Thurston 

The Rochester Skin Divers have been 
pretty busy since our last piece of cor- 
respondence. 

At our annual election of officers held 
on the first Thursday of June, Morley 
Turpin was elected president, Rudy Tur- 
ner, treasurer, and myself secretary. 

We are holding our business meetings 
weekly now that warm weather is with 
us and at these Thursday night get-to- 
gethers plans are discussed for Scuba 
meets which we have every Sunday. 

Our membership is still open to a few 
enthusiastic divers from the Rochester 
area. If you are 18 or over and are in- 
terested get in touch with Morley Turpin, 
39 Braddock St., Rochester or telephone 
CHarlotte 0091. Hurry! We have a very 
limited membership. >» 
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JOIN BAHAMA CRUISE Ff sx 


80 ft. Schooner Sails From Miami to Bimini, Toomb 
Berry Islands, Nassau, etc., for 10 wonderful Bon at . 
days. Sail spearfish, treasure hunt, in the a 
world’s clearest waters. $100 cevers ex- pol-size 
penses. Write — ning 
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Book critic Theodore M. O'Leary, Profitable Hob-Borge te 
bies says this about the BIG BOOK on the sub) ct 


whether you approach underwater photogra hy ng ex] 
from the viewpoint of the hobbyist or the professix x him 
E. R. Cross’s book should give you most of the F yravtie 9 
cal information which you will need . . Why thay to | 
- Because there are 16 informative chapters, 4 2-5The fe! 
pendixes, 21 drawings, 51 photographs, glossary of “ 
terms, and 19 pages of bibliography. The really 1:IG beautif 
BOOK on the subject. Send $6.00, cash, check, of 
money order to EXPOSITION PRESS, puderfu 
386 Fourth Ave., New York 16, N. Y. bugh tl 
—pining i 































$yracuse, New York... 
SYRACUSE AQUA KINGS 
By Bernard Frank 

As an aftermath to the article which 
appeared in the June issue of the Skin 
Diver, I wish to report that the President 
of the Syracuse Aqua-Kings, Steve Du- 
jlasky, assisted by several members, was 
ipstrumental in the salvage of the wreck- 
age of the jet trainer from Skaneateles 
lake. The plane was located in 156 ft. 
f water at a temperature of 38 degrees, 
fahrenheit. Water is still cold below 20 
t,, but the majority of the club members 
e 10W equipped with suits, so diving is 
ontinuing regardless of the rather chilly 
eather recently. Visibility has been in- 
easing, with a maximum of 30 ft., being 
cuntered under ideal conditions. 
Meetings are now being conducted 
ery Thursday night at 8:30 at the 
F.W. on Lemoyne Ave. and all new- 
mers are welcome to attend. >=» 


orth, Illinois... 
EST SUBURBAN FATHOM MASTERS 
By Albert L. Halliwell 
The Oak Park, Illinois Y.M.C.A. pool 
the home base of the newly organized 
att}om Masters. The first two get to- 
thers were pool dives where all of the 
. )men and women who turned out tried 
efilis ut lungs, and many future lung divers 
ere found. 
On May 16th, the first formal meeting 
1e as held at the “Y” and again a fine 
pwd showed up. There was a brief bus- 
ess meeting followed by two color mov- 
on underwater fishing supplied by 
ick Bonin, Ex-U.D.T. officer now assoc- 
tei with Dive Master Corp. 
© 315 Divers in the Chicago Western Sub- 
slands rhs are cordially invited to attend any 
the meetings and information can be 
= tained by calling Jerry Wooley at the 
ak Park, Illinois Y.M.C.A. >. 
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Downey, California... 
DAVEY JONES RAIDERS 
By Di Carlo 
Expedition Mazatlan, turned into Op- 
ration Dirty Water! George Toombs, 
il Biller, Burt Titford, Fred Pulic and 
harlie Abraham made the venture to 
nd choppy water and few fish. They did 
———~fing in a large parrot fish, some puffer 
JISE . snook. Visibility was from two to 
ur feet. 
Bimini, FToombs ran into the only real competi- 
nderful Bon at about 65 or 85 feet. Stalking a 
a — bod-sized school of bass, the smallest 
inning about twenty five pounds, he 
9, FLA. Brned to look up. The water was murky 
nd there was an eerie feeling about it. 
hat’s why he did look up and there 
e hove him within arm’s reach was a 
‘Bouper that ran well over 300 pounds! 
Pombs said it was larger than he was 
id longer (George weighs 235 and 
ands over six feet). In the dark water 
wasn’t too sure he wasn’t running 
© the huge shark every skin diver 
rs about. 
He pointed his powerful CO/2 gun point 
nk and fired. The spear bounced off 
giant fish like it was a dart, and the 
h slowly flipped away, its huge mouth 
ROSS ping at its small human irritation. 
fable Hob-Borge tells it as one of the most fright- 
Pe ae hylag experiences he could remember. It 
rofession aL fiok him until the fish began to swim 
‘the Pyay to realize what it really was. 
oad Pathe fellows agreed that Mazatlan was 
really 1 1GSbeautiful spot and they were treated 
‘oon (pnderfully. They found few fish even 
ough they kept diving in the hope of 
———$—<gining into old man grouper. >=» 






















The Original DOLPHIN Suit 
DOLPHIN ENTERPRISES Accept No Substitutes! 
Suits Are Dry Type — Pocket Front Entry — Hood — Moulded Boots 


DELUX PURE GUM — KELP COLOR — $49.95 


If Custom Built Suit Desired: Head, Chest, Waist, Hips, Crotch to Floor, Foot in Inches, 
Wrist, Height, and Weight Required. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited — If No Dealer in Your Area, Write for Information 
CLOSED SUNDAYS 
9642 East Artesia Blvd. ° 


Phone TOrrey 7-0611 ° Bellflower, California 








PESCASPORT 


(Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 


One Year Subscription — $5.00 
Manuscripts and pnotographs from the 
U. S. and Canada welcomed. 


American Representative: 

GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 

c/o Skin Diver Magazine 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, Calif. 








“~°EAU ET LA VIE SOUS -MARINE”’ 


French Magazine for Spearfishermen and Skin Divers 
Write to: Roger Foucher-Creteau 
Subscription for One Year: ary 
$2.00 (U.S.A.) t 


Tangier (Morocco) 








In the Heart of 
the Florida Keys 


BARTELT BROS. 
Florida Skin Divers Hdqs., Inc. 


at the 
seahorse motel, Marathon, Florida 
AS FEATURED IN SATURDAY EVENING POST 









Complete line of diving equipment for sale and rental — compressed air — 
instructions — guiding — special discount on air to Guests staying at our Motel. 








SKIN DIVING AT CATALINA 


Aboard the MARAY 


From Pierpoint Landing, Long Beach 


Now! Roomy Weekday trip every Wednesday 
In Addition to Saturday and Sunday 


Fare $6.00 — Leave Pierpoint Landing, 
Long Beach, at 7:30 A.M. 
Please Pick Up Reservations By 7:00 A.M. 


Phones: HEmlock 2-0408 or NeEvada 6-5759 


Port and stbd. boarding ladders 
Full Line of Rental Equipment 
Lungs Refilled in 5 Minutes—(Ing. Rand Compressor—tlab. tested) 
For Charter Any Time . . . Call Mart — HE. 4-9664 for Information 














The SKIN DIVER Magazine 
Box 128 
Lynwood, California 





1-yr. $3 


I enclose $___ ———_—s&éfor 


2-yr. $5 


5-yr. $20 


years subscription. 
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1s’ Bulletin Board 


Divers’ Bulletin 


RATE: Personal netices accepted only. No. 
Commercials. 10c per word. Payment must 
accompany copy before closing date, first of 
month. 





FIBER- GLASS — Bait tank, $29. 50, _Divair 
regulator and 70 cubic foot tank, $95.00; 
used Divair 55 cubic foot tank and Print ween 
$75.00; Dolfin, Carmel suit, new, $35.00; 
Delux arbalete, $17.50; Torpedine spring 
gun, $18.50; tanks, 40 and 55 cubic foot; 
K-valves, Voit fins, $6.50; write or call 
Bill Paddock, 16905 Ardmore, Bellflower, 
Calif. TO. 7-3479. 


FOR SALE—Bel-Aqua shortie, like new, 
$25.00. Dick Davis, 321 Park Street, Al- 
hambra, California. 





WANTED—Oxygen rebreathing unit in ex- 
cellent condition. Send particulars to W. L. 
Park, R.F.D. No. 5, Clinton, Missouri. 


FOR SALE—Desco tank with full face mask. 
Used only three hours. Must sell! Selling 
for $125. Originally $160. Marsha Howard, 
9532 Samoline Ave., Downey, California. 
TO. 9-5344. 


FOR SALE—Operate 28 volt Cornelius from 
110 volt AC with heavy duty transformer, 
$35.00. R. D. Garrett, 3471 Weidner Ave., 
Oceanside, New York. 


WILL TRADE—One pair of chinchillas for 
Aqua-Lung. Denny Danese, 3520 Lafayette, 
Sioux City, lowa. 


TANKS—five new 50 minute diving time, 
bare, $35. Used Desco $95. Used DX-EJ 
Aqua-Lung $95. Cornelius compressor, series 
32, cost $394, used one season $294. Also 
used diving suit. Harry C. Johnson, 24400 
East Jefferson, St. Clair Shores, Michigan. 
PRescott 7-9852. 


NEW DIVAIR LUNG—$90 cash, fully 
charged with air. Bob Davis, 902 Speedway, 
Corinth, Mississippi. 








AT LAST... * 1. PRECISION ‘re cvs 


“DEEP-SEE” 






more “OUSTLE TROUBLE 








scrTone Cugietione co 14811 Bester 








IN HAWAII IT’S 


VAL’S Acua sports 


—new location— 
2411 KALAKAUA AVE. PHONE 9-1057. 











BOAT “JC” 


Operated year around, open boat or charter 
to all channel islands. Saturday and Sunday 
open boat, $6.00 per person. Leaves 7:00 
A.M. fom Pacific Yacht Landing, Wilming- 
ton, California. 


Phones: TE. 4-9833 or LO. 9-6966 


UNDERWATER CAMERA CONTROL 


Film Takeup and Shutter Release 
YOUR CHOICE OF BUTTON 
OR TRIGGER RELEASE 
$10.50 PER SET 
Easily installed on any case. Man 
other parts & services. Free brochur: 
D. L. GLASSFORD ENGINEERING 
207 Florence Highland Park, Mic! 














SANTA BARBARA NOW 


has a compressed air station on Stear ‘s 
Wharf. Open evenings and weekends. 


THE WIND SHACK 


717-C Pilgrim Ter., Santa Barbara, Ca f. 








San Gabriel Valley Diving Headquarters 
CERTIFIED AIR 
TEMPLE SPORTING GOODS 
9514 E. Las Tunas Temple City, Calif. 
All Major Diving Equipment 
10% Down — 12 Months to Pay 














FOAM NEOPRENE WET SUIT KIT 


THE NORTHEASTER 


Complete materials for full jacket. pants, hoo and 
boots. Includes zippers, neoprene, colored str ing, 
patterns, snaps and full instructions. Save $$$ with 
this first quality suit. Price $26.00 postpaid end 
check or money order. 


THE NORTHEAST SKIN DIVING SUPPLY C 
2 Hialeah Drive, Colonie, Albany 5, N.Y. 
Dealer’s Inquiries Invited 














SKIN DIVING in the clear waters of the Ba- 
hamas and Caribbean, beautiful coral reefs, 
plenty fish, treasure hunt in old wrecks. 
Vacation on the WHITE SWAN 

Diesel sailing schooner, roemy accommode- 
tions for 6-8 peeple. Boat equipped with 
three stage compressor for aqua lungs. Rates 
reasonable. 


CAPT. E. A. FOSTER, JR. 
2290 NW North River Dr. Miami, Florida 


feNN 
‘© 


STATE SLOT ) 
1° OR 1! 2°"* 50¢ EXTRA FOR BOTH 














Skin Diving on the Florida Keys 
Spearfishing, underwater photography, coral and shell 
collecting, tropical fish catching on exceptionally fine 
reefs. Experienced guiding, comfortable 28-foot cruiser, 
diving equipment, compressed air available. We're 
the oldest established skin diving shop on the Keys so 
we've got the know-how to give you the most varied 
and interesting diving experiences. 


Contact CAPT. MATT FERGUSON, Aqua Products 
Box 661, Marathon 5141 Marathon, Fla. 


INSPECTION CLIPS 


FOR AQUA LUNGS 


STAINLESS STEEL CLIPS 
FOR QUICK INSPECTION 


AND MAINTENANCE 


TO MASS PRODUCE 218 


— LEAD BELT WEIGHTS 
id e@ CLUBS 


= 


POSTPAID $10 
WIDTH WANTED 


@ STORES | 
© HOBBYISTS 


STAN SHELEY 














SELL GOOD AIR 
$200.00 


buys a 
Complete Air 
Charging Station 


Cornelius 3 cylinder, 3 
stage, compressor 110 
volt AC heavy duty, ! 

horsepower motor Cornelius filter trap and 
safety valve. Guaranteed to run cool, and 
produce cool air, even under 24 hour per 
day operation at 3000 pounds. Mounted on 
heavy steel base with gauge, hose, and 
filler yoke. Thoroughly tested 


R. D. GARRETT 
3471 Weidner Ave. Oceanside, New York 
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Just Published! 


‘SHALLOW WATER DIVING 





and SPEARFISHING 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kendell 


A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 
techniques that have been developed in 
the last five years for: 


Helmet Diving—Mask Diving—Seif- 
c ined Diving Equip and the 


Latest Spearfishing 
“Gas Equipment and 
4 Techniques. 


In addition to ready made equipment now avail- 
2 able, there are many practical hints on equip- 
4 ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustrated. At 
your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or send 













$4.00 and we will ship it postpaid. 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 





Ss Seat Si 





t in U. S., British, 
French and po Navies. 


OUR COMPLETE LINE OF 
“Aqua Lungs,” Frogman Suits, Spear Guns, 
Diving Masks, Swimming Fins, Snorkels and 
Accessories fully described in our Handsome 
24-page Illustrated Color Catalog. 


We Ship Anywhere 
PARKER DISTRIBUTORS — Dept. A 


P.O. Box 55, Williamsbridge Station, 
New York 67, N 











CERTIFIED AIR STATION 
B & D SPORT SHOP 
1714 El Camino Real 
Redwood City, California 
Phone EMerson 6-9533 
Mon. thru Sat. 9 to 6. Sun. till noon 
Thurs. & Fri. nites till 9 
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New ’56 Regulator Mouth- 
piece and Hose Assembly. 







All 1956 Standard “Aqua Lung” 
cylinders offer 5% More Air Capacity 
.. longer dives than competitive units! 
(Increased from 2150 I.C.C. p.s.i. to 2250 
1.C.C. p.s.i.) All are made of galvanized, chrome 
molybdenum steel, equipped with the improved 
harness with extra-wide shoulder bands. The 
variety of Tank Blocks offered fits every diver's 
need... and, every diver’s pocketbook 


FJ2—Navy Type Double Tank Block: $145 
EJ — Deluxe Single Tank Block with “J” 
Navy Type Constant Reserve Valve: $80 
ER—Standard Tank Block with “R” Auto- 
matic Reserve Valve $65. 








= U.S. Divers is celebrating its Tenth 
&< aw jubilee Year...ten years which have proved 
to the sports world the mechanical excel- 
lence and matchless performance of the “Aqua 
Lung” SCUBA. Ten years of Safety... Quality...and 
Dependability. Ten years of operation without one 
casualty traced to mechanical failure. 





This year U.S. Divers offers a great, new expanded 
line built to the same exacting standards of perfection as 
the original “Aqua Lung”. Nine important refinements 
AGAIN make “Aqua Lung” the best SCUBA and the 
Best Buy for 1956. 


a 


S wong rd equipment with 
! 


6 production 


Regulators. Incorpo- 
rates non-return valves 
in both the inhale and 
exhale sides; stops 
water from centering 
the breathing hoses. 


X60 — Mouthpiece 


(Separate — see illustra- 


tion) $2.95 
X60H--Mouth- 
piece and Hose 
Assembly (com- 
plete) $9.95 





“R”’ Automatic Reserve Valve. The 
new 'O" Ring ‘which replaces Teflon 
Washer) seals perfectly..easily. Permits 
fingertip attachment and removal of 
Regulator from Fank Block. “R” 
Valve gives the diver adequate reserve 
of air to return safely to the surface 
from any depth. Completely automatic. 


“J” Constant Reserve Valve, U.S. 
Navy Type ‘pre-set at 300 p.s.i.) “O” 
Ring replaces Teflon Washer. ‘‘J” 
Valve gives diver a known, pre-set 
reserve of air. Manually operated by 
easily accessible pull rod. 


>) A kd NEW LOW ! 








If you are a budget minded enthusiast, you can buy a 
complete “Aqua Lung” unit with the brand-new DY Regulator 

with fiberglass housing, “R” Automatic Reserve Valve 

and the new Standard 2250 I.C.C. p.s.i. cylinder for only 


$110.00! 


THE LEADER OF THE LINE 
IS SCUBA AT ITS FINEST! 


The Standard Navy Unit. 


This type unit represents the equipment 
now used by the American, British, French 
and Canadian Navies. Assembly consists of 
the DA Two-Stage Regulator, FJ2 Double 
Tank Block with “J” Constant Reserve Valve 
permits dives of 140 minutes duration. 


DA-FJ2 Double Tank “Aqua Lung”, 


complete with Harness, $225.00 


Cajety 
U. S. DIVERS 


manufacturers of the annengs ‘Taqua-iu re” 


11201 West Pico Boulevard « Los Angeles 64, California 





DA" Aqua Lung” Regulator: 
$80.00. The famous two-stage 
Regulator, U. S. Navy used and 
approved .. . Ten years of fault- 
less pe rformance. 


DW vets Lung “Stream Air’ Regulator: $65 
Navy chromed brass and stainless steel construction 
throughout. New advanced Cousteau-Gagnan pro- 
cess. Features ease and naturalness of breathing, 
air economy. 


DY Aqua Lung “‘Jet Air” Regulator: $45.00 


Improved Cousteau-Gagnan process. Fiberglass 
housing; all chromed: brass and stainless steel 
mechanism. Easy breathing, economizes air. 










? Weight Belts are neces- 
sary to gain “neutral 
buoyancy’ ’for effortless 
motion underwater. 
New scientific design 
prevents weights from 
slipping onthe belt and 
from pinching body. 

M-LD 8 Lb. Lead 

Weight Belt: $8.95 


M-CI 8 Lb, Cast Iron 
Weight Belt: $5.95 


FOR SAFETY’S SAKE.. 
Pressure in the cylinder 
must be checked before 
each dive. The '56 Pres- 
sure Gauge and all Filler 
Attachments are equip- 
ped with the new 
“bleeder valve’’ which 
breaks the air pres- 
sure and permits finger- 
tip removal after use. 
“P” Pressure Gauge 
(uith new “bleeder 
valve’’): $11.95 


SCUBA 





FAMOUS 
IERCIAL DIVER 
FINDS MANY, 
APPLICATIONS FOR (am 
SCUBA ‘ae 
QUIPMENT j 


*Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus 





E.R. Cross, salvage expert and author of ‘Self-Contained Diving for Fun 
and Profit," a new home study course in diving, leaves soon on 
round-the-world diving expedition with 12 Scubas and 2 helmet rigs aboard. 


NORTHILL AIR-LUNGS are the easiest-breathing Scubas* in the world 

and new uses are being developed for them week by week! 

They are used for salvage operations; for underwater repairs on boats; 

for marine photography, surveys and studies by oceanographers; 

—_A for filming underwater scenes in motion pictures; for outboard motor 

SEE THE and boat recovery; for unsnarling fouled anchors; for many other 


NEW MODEL money-saving, time-saving applications. They surpass all other 
NORTHILL 
AIR-LUNG 

AT 
YOUR DEALER 
NOW 


Scubas in ease of breathing, ruggedness of construction and safety features ! 


Canadian representative: The Garrett Manufacturing Corporation of Canada, Ltd., Rexdale, Ontario 


Northill Company, Inc. :;.» 


Sold only through authorized dealers... 9225 Aviation Boulevard, Los Angeles 45, Calif. 


dealer and jobber inquiries invited 
A subsidiary of re CORPORATION 
Designed by the world leader 


in air pressure controls — AiResearch, 1 am interested in an underwater swimming unit. Please send 
me your free brochure on the AIR-LUNG. 


a division of 
The Garrett Corporation Name 





Used and approved by the U.S. Navy Street 





City 














